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A parent’s schedule is nothing short of hectic. Between work, daycare, groceries 
and homework, interior decoration often finds itself quite low on the list of 
parental priorities. Have you been meaning to redesign your child’s bedroom? 
To help get those creative juices flowing, here are design tips for a functional and 
attractive room that’ll stand the test of time. 

Furniture 
There’s no denying it: low-end furniture wears and breaks faster than quality 
furniture —especially in a child’s bedroom, where flying toys and sticky fingers are 
the norm. While savings are always on a parent’s mind, higher-end furniture can 
be seen as an investment rather than an expense. For an elegant design that will 
hold up for years, choose sturdy, multifunctional pieces such as: 

•   A high-rise bed with desk space underneath 
•   A bench that doubles as a storage unit
•   A bed with built-in drawers 
•   A desk equipped with shelving 

themes 
Kids grow up fast and their tastes change even faster. Think twice before 
buying bedding or curtains covered with your child’s favourite cartoon character. 
While trains and princesses are fun and appealing, it’s best to opt for an age-
appropriate design that you won’t have to completely overhaul every year. So, 
when your child pleads for a dora the Explorer-themed bedroom, keep in mind that 
she’ll probably be begging for something entirely different next month. 

It’s all about compromise! While taking into account your little one’s strongest 
interests and preferences, suggest a more general — but nonetheless fun — 
theme such as nature, animals, sports or space.  

Colour sChemes
Thinking long-term about your child’s bedroom means choosing a colour scheme 
that isn’t strongly associated with a specific age or gender. In other words, avoid 
making cotton candy pink or baby boy blue the room’s main hue.  

Instead, choose a neutral shade for the walls and spice up the space with brightly 
coloured or uniquely patterned accessories. If your child’s preferences change 
every year, showcase their new favourite things with wall art, throw pillows or light 
fixtures. you’ll find it’s a lot more cost-effective than repainting the whole room!

timeless decor tips for 
your child’s bedroom

~ Newspaper Toolbox

KN-1288259-1
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~ Newspaper Toolbox

it’s nearly impossible to resist the 
carefree allure of hanging chairs. 
is it because they remind us of our 
childhood days spent swinging at the 
park? Whatever the reason,
we love them!  

Many different styles of hanging chairs 
are available on the market to fit every 
decor trend. Made from wood, resin, 
cloth, wicker, metal or rope, these 
floating seats can take the shape of 
hamacs, water droplets, eggs and 
cocoons. Make sure to secure your 
hanging chair to a ceiling beam that’s 
strong enough to support your weight. 
if your ceiling isn’t solid enough, 
choose a model equipped with extra 
support. For the finishing touch, add 
some comfortable cushions and stash 
a few of your favourite magazines 
nearby. you’re now ready for an 
afternoon of pure bliss! 

ready to add a heavenly touch to 
your living space? Tour your local 
furniture stores to find the
perfect hanging chair!

Blissfully float in a 
hanging chair

The arrival of spring sometimes 
leads to unpleasant discoveries, like 
damages to your home caused by 
winter’s wrath. next time the sun is 
shining bright, take the opportunity to 
inspect your property, check list in hand. 

Here are just a few issues to look
out for: 
•    Is there debris obstructing your 

gutters? 
•    Does your roof show 

signs of damage or 
premature wear? 

•    Does your foundation 
show signs of water 
infiltration?  

•    Are your outer walls 
faded or cracked? do 
they show signs of 
erosion? 

•    Do any metal 
structures (fences, 
banisters, garage 
doors, etc.) show 
signs of rust?

 When in doubt, consult a specialized 
contractor in your region. Thanks 
to their knowledge and expertise, 
they’ll be able to precisely assess the 
problem and carry out any necessary 
repairs.  

Get your inspection done early and
take full advantage of the splendours
of spring!

Make hoMe inspection 
a priority this spring

~ Newspaper Toolbox

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT CENTER

262-857-2225
1 mile west of I-94 on Hwy. C-Kenosha

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-1pm

Got Protective? Need Accessories?
STIHL - 8,000 Dealers Nationwide

Lightweight design, high cutting speeds
& 15 cutting width makes it ideal for

the home owner.

$12995

FS 38
TRIMMER

Makes cleanup work much easier. Primer bulb and throttle 
lock ensure fast starts. Two-stage air fi lter is easy to remove 

and replace. Optional vacuum and gutter kits available.

$13995

BG50
BLOWER

KN-1288037-1
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Wooden 
cable reels:

the next big trend in
recycled design

Giving a new life to old wooden pallets has been a 
defining trend in home decor over the past few years. 
Now, keeping with the theme of upcycled design, fans 
of rustic and industrial styles are turning to electric 
cable reels — yes, those gigantic wooden spools — 
to create a variety of items for the home and garden. 
Indeed, reclaimed spools can be converted into all 
sorts of decorative objects and furniture, such as: 

•   Dog houses
•   Benches 
•   Bar stools 
•   Bookcases 
•   Desks 

let your creativity flow! you can paint the spools, 
varnish them or leave them in their natural, rugged 
state and use them to embellish any area of your 
home — including the garden!

•   Chairs 
•   Giant clocks 
•   Display units 
•   Bistro table sets
•   Headboards  

~ Newspaper Toolbox

KN-1288261-1
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Many modern kitchens are equipped with a 
multipurpose island fit for the whole family’s needs. 
Whether you congregate around yours for drinks, 
snacks or three-course meals, you can easily enhance 
the practicality and comfort of your kitchen island with 
little more than a drill. How? By adding an elegant 
metal footrest to its base! 

Carefully note your kitchen island’s measurements 
before making your way to your local hardware store, 
where you’ll find everything you’ll need (connectors, 
rods, brackets, bolts, etc.) to carry out this low-cost 
task. The only delicate decision you’ll need to make 
involves selecting the right type of metal to match 
your existing decor. Will you choose stainless steel, 
brass or cast iron? The choice is yours! 

Before you dive headfirst into the installation stage, 
double-check your measurements. installing your 
footrest at the right height is crucial to achieving 
optimal comfort. as a rule of thumb, your feet should 
naturally rest on the bar. if you struggle to find your 
footing, chances are your footrest needs adjusting.   

Time to grab your tools and get started!

Add A footrest 
to your kitchen island

~ Newspaper Toolbox

KN-1288263-1

3021 240th Avenue, Union Grove. WI 53182
262-620-4434 ~ www.springbrookcabinetry.com

Cabinet refacing can save 
you money, down time 
and is less messy than a 
full remodel.

Why replace 
when you can 
reface?

S p r i n g b r o o k  C a b i n e t r y  o f f e r S  C u S t o m  Q u a l i t y  C a b i n e t r y  m a d e  i n  W i S C o n S i n

Before After

~
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Take a table, add two chairs and 
voilà: you’ve got yourself a bistro set. 
Specially designed for outdoor use, a 
bistro set allows you to soak up the 
sun and feel the fresh air from the 
comfort of your balcony or patio. 

Either on your own or with a friend, 
it’s finally time to savour the arrival of 
spring, fresh lemonade or soothing tea 
in hand. 

Materials 
patio bistro sets need to withstand the 
fading, rust and mould that all outdoor 
furniture is subjected to. They’re 
usually built out of one of the following:

•   Steel 
•   Aluminum 
•   Wicker 
•   Ceramic

designed to combine functionality, 
durability and elegance, bistro sets are 
available in a variety of styles (rustic, 
urban, minimalist, etc.) to fit every 
homeowner’s needs. Before you head 
to the stores, however, make sure to 
properly measure the space where 
you intend to set up your furniture. It 
would be a shame to find the perfect 
ensemble, only to realize that it doesn’t 
fit on your balcony!

usually destined for 
outdoor use, artificial 
grass is becoming an 
increasingly popular 
feature in interior 
design. More and more 
homeowners are using 
this lush green carpeting 
to give their decor a more 
organic feel. depending 
on how you lay it out and 
how much of it you use, 
artificial turf can turn 
virtually any room into a 
posh gathering space or 
a quirky-casual retreat. 

Artificial grass isn’t 
just for the floor: it can 
be mounted on walls, 
shelving units, dressers, 
and anywhere else you’d 
like to add a touch of 
greenery. And the  
best part: you’ll never 
have to mow it!

Bringing the outdoors in: 
artificial turf in the home

ring in the spring with 
a new bistro set

•   Resin
•   Polyester
•   Rattan 
•   Glass

~ Newspaper Toolbox ~ Newspaper Toolbox

It’s time for 

SPRING

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE!

262-620-4379

SERvIng KEnOShA FOR
30 yEARS!

Full service landscaping
& lawncare maintenance
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IncludIng: 
•	Spring cleanup
•	Weekly grass cutting 
•	Power-washing (Houses, decks & cars!)

KN-1288184-1

KN-1287228-1

Serving SE Wisconsin and NE Illinois 
TREE CARE NEEDS

KN-1287228-1

LOCALLY OWNED - FULLY INSURED

262-612-3095 - www.HaasTreeService.com

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Planting
• Firewood



Sunday, april 28, 2019 | KEnOSHa nEWS | SPRING HOME AND GARDEN    7n

Housing contractors frequently purchase 
derelict factories, churches and schools 
to convert into swanky living space. 
The condos and apartments in these 
repurposed buildings are highly sought 
after thanks to their unique architectural 
characteristics. High ceilings are among 
the most visually striking of these 
features, but they can be quite the 
challenge to paint. if yours is in need of 
a fresh coat, follow these ten steps
to success.  

1.    Cover floors and furniture with 
plastic tarps or newspaper.  

2.    Open the windows to help the paint 
dry faster.  

3.    install scaffolding or a stable ladder 
tall enough for the job.  

4.    Fill in holes and cracks with plaster 
and sand down the repaired areas to 
even out the surface. 

5.    Wipe down the entire ceiling with a 
non-abrasive cleaning solution and a 
lint-free cloth.  

6.    Carefully section off the area with 
painter’s tape.   

7.    prepare your paint by stirring it 
thoroughly with a wooden stick. 
apply a coat of primer first 
if needed.   

8.    Start by painting the borders with 
a regular paintbrush. Make sure to 
always have a damp cloth within 
reach to clean up little messes or 
mistakes made along the way.   

9.    apply paint to the main surface 
area using a roller in nice even 
strokes. don’t press too hard, and 
follow the room’s natural lighting 
for a better view of your progress.    

10.    let the paint dry completely 
before applying a second coat.

How to paint a
high-rise ceiling

Colour advice 
If you’re working with 
a higher-than-average 
ceiling, there’s no 
need to stick to a light 
shade — that design 
tip is intended to make 
low ceilings look taller. 
Instead, choose a colour 
that’s three shades 
darker than the walls 
to create a luxurious 
effect. Finally, some 
interior decorators 
recommend painting a 
border along the top of 
your walls in the same 
colour as the ceiling for 
a polished look.

If you’re afraid 
of heights or if painting  
isn’t your forte, don’t  
hesitate to call in the  

professionals!

~ Newspaper Toolbox

KN-1288246-1
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Technology is infiltrating every room of the house. 
Many new home buyers are millennials, and this tech-
savvy demographic covets technological innovations. 

A recent survey by Better Homes & Gardens real 
Estate indicates 77 percent of Generation X and y 
home buyers want their homes equipped with the tech 
capabilities they have grown accustomed to. Many of 
these involve smart innovations, including those that 
can transform one of the most private rooms in the 
house and bathroom.

Automated home theater rooms and Wi-Fi-enabled 
home security systems have become the norm, 
but what tech improvements are available to make 
the powder room more in touch with today’s digital 
lifestyle? According to the home improvement 
resource The Spruce, bathrooms have the most 
potential of any rooms to be improved with technology. 
The following are just some of the bathroom gadgets 
and gizmos no one should resist before giving a try.

•  Automatic faucets: Infrared sensors have been 
helping keep public restrooms more hygienic 
for years. The same technology can be used in 
home bathrooms to curtail water waste and keep 
faucets and sinks from becoming infested with 
germs. In addition, faucets with built-in timers can 
be programmed to set tasks for brushing teeth or 
washing your face. 

•  Musical shower: Instead of having to blast the 
volume on the portable speaker you use in the 
bathroom, a wireless speaker is built into some 
showerheads. This enables those who like to sing 
in the shower or listen to podcasts while washing 
up to enjoy this luxury effortlessly.

•  Smarter weight management: Bathroom scales 
have gone high-tech as well, with various options 
enabling users to measure weight, BMI and body 
fat percentage before sending the data wirelessly 
to a phone, tablet or computer. This can put you in 
greater control of fitness goals.

•  High-tech toilets: Borrowing ideas from bidets 
and trends around the world, modern toilets do 
not require hands or paper. These toilets have 
temperature-controlled water, spritzing wands and 
air dryers to clean and sanitize. Self-cleaning toilets 
help busy professionals save time and are ideal 
for those who always want their bowls as clean as 
possible. And if you desire extra comfort, toilet seat 
warmers are available, while lEd lights can make 
nighttime restroom visits easier.

•  Soaking tubs: As fast as stand-alone showers 
were introduced to the modern bathroom, tubless 
designs have been replaced with streamlined 
soaking tubs. Tubs come with different features, 
including chromatherapy, which employs colored 
lights to enhance mood. Air baths are controlled 
electronically and provide different levels of 
sensation for those who are skipping the hot tub.

Transform baThrooms with technology

Round out these innovations with automated lights, 
chilled medicine cabinets and aromatherapy, and your 
bathroom will indeed become a technological spa.

~ Metro Creative Connection

KN-1288236-1
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if your lawn is looking dry and brown, 
try these tips to bring your grass back 
to life. 

Water your laWn
Grass that’s brown isn’t necessarily 
dead; many grasses go dormant during 
hot, dry spells. To revive the grass, 
water your lawn early in the morning 
and ensure it gets at least two to three 
centimetres of moisture a week.

Do a soil test
Test your soil for nutrient content and 
pH to determine what fertilizer type to 
use and whether to add lime to lower 

its acidity. Over fertilizing, using the 
wrong fertilizer and having soil that’s 
too acidic can cause grass to die.

Get riD of thatch builDup
Too much thatch — decomposed plant 
matter that builds up between the soil 
and grass — can make your yard look 
barren. use a power rake to loosen the 
thatch and bring it to the surface to 
make room for new grass shoots.

if these tips don’t help, contact 
a landscaping expert to get a 
professional opinion. 

how to save a dying lawn
if you notice that your hostas are no 
longer sending up new shoots — or if 
they’re taking over your garden — it 
may be time to split them into new 
plants. Here’s how to divide your 
hostas:

1.    use a sharp-edged spade to dig 
a hole around the plant. Slide the 
spade under the root clump and lift 
it out of the ground.

2.    Separate the roots by hand or use 
a knife to slice plant crowns away 
from the main plant. Try to avoid 
cutting the roots.

3.    replant the cutaway hostas in the 
desired location. Make sure to dig 
a hole that’s wide enough for the 
plant’s roots to fully extend. Fill in the 
holes with nutrient-rich soil and cover 
the area with mulch.

4.    Water the replanted hostas every 
few days for the first two weeks after 
replanting.

dividing hostas promotes new growth, 
improves their appearance and gives 
you new plants to work with in your yard. 
To learn more about hostas and other 
perennials, visit your local garden centre.

how to divide hostas

~ Newspaper Toolbox ~ Newspaper Toolbox
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Interior Painting
Exterior Painting
Drywall Repair
Power Washing
Deck Refi nishing
Elastomeric Waterproofi ng
Dry Rot Repair
Minor Carpentry
Expert Enamel Finishing
Custom Stain Finishing
Faux Finishes
Wall Paper Installation and Removal
Free Color and Design Consultation
Residential
Commercial
Property Management
Condominium Associations

Prompt. Professional. Dependable.
Since 2010, Premier Painting has been a full-service painting 

company serving Kenosha, WI and the surrounding areas. 
Guillermo Castro, owner and operator of Premier Painting, 

has a combined 15 years of painting and construction 
experience, with projects ranging from small to large.

4819 46th Avenue | Kenosha, WI 53144 | 262-455-6063 | premierp4inting@gmail.com | Mon-Fri: 8am – 6pm. Sat-Sun: Closed

BEFORE AFTER
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When properly stored, most seeds stay 
viable for at least one to two years. 
Over time, however, their germination 
rate — the number of seeds likely to 
sprout over a given period — lessens.  

How long seeds last depends on their 
type. Corn and pepper seeds aren’t 
likely to last for more than a year while 
bean, pea, tomato and carrot seeds 
can stay viable for up to four years. 

To test the germination rate of leftover 
seeds, place 10 of them evenly apart 
on a damp paper towel. roll up the 

paper towel with the seeds, place it 
in a plastic bag and store the bag in a 
warm place. After a few days, check the 
paper towel. The number of germinated 
seeds will give you an idea of how well 
they’ll fare in your garden. If only two or 
three seeds sprouted, it’s best to buy 
new seeds.

To help seeds last past their expiration 
dates, be sure to store them in airtight 
containers in a cool, dry place. 
For more seed tips, visit your local 
garden centre.

Herbs are a must-have in any food 
lover’s garden. Not only do they taste 
and smell amazing, many varieties 
— like basil, cilantro, oregano and 
rosemary — naturally repel unwanted 
insects. Here are three variables to 
consider when planting herbs
this spring.

Location
Since most herbs need plenty of 
natural light, plant them in a location 
where they’ll get around eight hours 
of sunlight. Make sure to check what 
conditions are right for each species as 
some herbs, like marjoram and chervil, 
prefer the shade.

SoiL
Herbs will grow in most types 
of soil — as long as there’s 
good drainage. Adding compost 
or manure before planting 
improves drainage while also 
providing vital nutrients.

Water
Herbs should be watered early 
in the morning so they can 
absorb moisture before the 
day gets too hot. don’t let the 
soil dry out before the next 
watering, and be sure to water 
generously after planting to 
help the plants take root. 

For more tips on how to grow 
herbs, visit your local garden 
centre.

How to grow herbs can you plant seeds 
leftover from last year?

~ Newspaper Toolbox

~ Newspaper Toolbox
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•  A properly maintained system 
can run up to 25% more 
effi  cient than a neglected one.

•  Our HVAC experts handle A/C 
installs, A/C Repairs and all of 
your Air Conditioning needs - 
no trip charge to all of
Kenosha County and
Lake County, Illinois!

$89A/C Spring
Tune-Up
Special!

4421 Sheridan Rd. Kenosha • info@kenoshaheatingandcooling.com

24/7
Emergency

Service
Available

KN-1288023-1

Create a beautiful landscape from our large selection of 
Trees, Shrubs, Evergreens, 

Perennials and More!
Reasonably Priced • Locally Grown

Experienced Landscaping Professionals ready to 
assist you and help create your vision!!

residential & commercial landscaping
swartznurseries.com

1743 30th Avenue, Kenosha • 552-8210
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm, Closed Sundays

Design & Installation 
Services also available.

Spring Planting Headquarters
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do your tomatoes split just as they’re 
becoming ripe enough to eat? Tomato 
splitting occurs because of fluctuations 
in how much water the plants receive. 
if there’s a heavy rainstorm right after 
a dry spell, the insides of the tomatoes 
start to expand more rapidly than the 
fragile outer skin can handle. 

Here are a few ways  
to prevent your tomatoes from splitting 
this summer:

•    Use mulch. Applying mulch around 
the base of your tomato plants 
helps with maintaining regular soil 
moisture levels. you can use straw, 
pine needles, shredded bark or a 
store-bought blend.

•    Water regularly. Water your tomatoes 
at regular intervals, making sure 
to provide them with about three 
to five centimetres of water each 
week. Watering them regularly helps 
prevent them from absorbing too 
much liquid following  
a heavy rainstorm. 

•    Choose resistant varieties. Some 
hybrid tomato plants are bred to 
have tougher skins on the fruit. 
ask at a nursery or gardening store 
about varieties most resistant  
to cracking. 

For more tips on how to grow high-
quality tomatoes, visit your local  
garden centre. 

How to prevent your
tomatoes from splitting

Blossom-end rot causes brown, 
leathery patches to appear on the 
bottoms of tomatoes, peppers, 
cucumbers and melons. it occurs when 
fluctuations in water levels prevent 
fruit-bearing plants from getting enough 
calcium from the soil. 

To prevent blossom-end rot, make sure 
to water your garden at regular intervals 
and maintain calcium levels in the soil. 
adding a layer of mulch around plants 
can help regulate soil moisture. avoid 
over fertilizing, especially with fertilizers 
high in nitrogen, which can cause 
calcium deficiencies. 

you should also keep the soil pH 
around 6.5. if the pH is too low, 
adding lime will reduce the soil acidity 
and increase the amount of calcium 
present. Mixing gypsum or oyster shells 
into the soil also provides more calcium 
to plant roots. 

if you spot blossom-end rot, remove 
the affected fruit immediately. you may 
be able to save the rest of the crop by 
putting calcium carbonate pellets or 
powder in the soil around the plant. 
Talk to an expert at your local nursery 
to learn more about preventing and 
treating blossom-end rot.

How to prevent
blossom-end rot

~ Newspaper Toolbox

~ Newspaper Toolbox

KN-1288078-1
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rabbits may be cute, but in 
your garden, they’re unwelcome 
trespassers. Here are four ways to 
keep these rodents from nibbling on 
your vegetables.

1.    Fences. Install a mesh wire fence 
around your vegetable garden. It 
should be at least 80 centimetres 
high to prevent rabbits from 
jumping over and extend at least 
30 centimetres below ground to 
discourage them from burrowing 
underneath.

 
2.    Chemical repellents. Chemical 

repellents that emit unpleasant 
odours will deter rabbits from 
entering your garden. Keep in mind 
that some repellents are highly 
toxic and may not be safe to use on 
vegetables. 

3.    ultrasonic repellents. ultrasonic 
repellents release high-pitched 
noises that perturb small mammals 
but can’t be detected by human 
ears. Noise repellents may stop 
rabbits from settling in your yard. 

4.    Cages. use humane traps to 
catch the rabbits and release 
them far away from your property. 
But proceed with caution: rabbits 
are wild animals that can carry 
diseases and it’s usually best to 
call a pest control professional to 
trap them. 

If none of these solutions work, 
visit your local garden centre for 
professional advice on how to keep 
pests out of your ve getable patch.

keep rabbits out 
of your vegetable garden

did you know that ash from wood-
burning stoves and fireplaces is good 
for your garden? Wood ash is rich in 
potassium and other minerals that 
growing plants need. It’s also highly 
alkaline, which makes it an ideal 
substitute for lime when your soil is too 
acidic. 

Before using ash in your garden, make 
sure it isn’t derived from painted or 
varnished wood, charcoal or fake logs. 

you should also do a soil 
test. If your soil already 
has a pH of seven or 
higher, it’s best to avoid 
using ash so that the 
ground doesn’t become 
too alkaline for plants to 
thrive in.  

Sprinkle cooled ash over 
your lawn to promote 
grass growth, or place 
a few handfuls around 
hardwood trees to 
provide vital nutrients. 

Ash is also excellent for adding to 
vegetable beds, especially around 
tomato plants, which require extra 
potassium. Avoid putting it near 
acid-loving plants like blueberries, 
rhododendrons, marigolds
and potatoes.

To learn more about the gardening 
benefits of wood ash, visit your local 
garden centre.

How to use wood 
ash in your garden

~ Newspaper Toolbox

~ Newspaper Toolbox

KN-1288221-1

Interior Design Firm Serving the 
Greater  SE Wisconsin Areas   

All interior design services including kitchen and bath design

Now offering online 
interior design services.  

only $499 per room 
Call for more details.

Specializing in
Interior Design

Residential 
& Commercial

262-945-7067
lizzie@lhuckinteriors.com
www.lhuckinteriors.com

• Refinance • 1st Time Home Buyer • Home Purchase • No Money Down*
*Certain restrictions apply

Providing quality service and competivie rates to Southeast Wisconsin since 1998.
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2016 CMG Financial, All Rights Reserved. CMG Financial is a registered trade name of CMG Mortgage, Inc., NMLS# 1820 in most, but not all states. CMG Mortgage Inc. 
is an equal opportunity lender, Mortgage Banker License No. 27412BA. Offer of credit is subject to credit approval. For more information on our company, please visit 

www.cmgfi.com. To verify our complete list of state licenses, please visit www.cmgfi.com/corporate/licensing and www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.
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Flower gardens, with their bright 
colours and delicate aromas, delight 
our senses in more ways than one. 
add colourful butterflies to the mix and 
these magical outdoor spaces become 
the very essence of nature’s beauty. if 
you’re looking to populate your gardens 
with these whimsical winged creatures, 
here are a few tricks to get them 
fluttering your way.  

First, plant your flower garden in a calm 
and sunny area that’s well shielded 
from the wind. next, install a decorative 
item like a small mural or a statue — 
preferably something made of stone 
— where your pollen-loving friends 
can perch to soak up the sun or rest 
between foraging expeditions. 

now, for the most important 
component: the flowers! Butterflies are 
especially attracted to fragrant,
nectar-rich varieties such as: 

in addition to the above, there are 
countless other plants, flowers and 
herbs that attract butterflies like 
magnets. To learn more, visit your 
local nursery or garden centre — and 
take advantage of the opportunity to 
stock up on a few irresistible varieties!

attract butterflies 
to your garden

• Milkweed
• Hawthorn
• Hibiscus

• Butterfly bush
• Yarrow
• Golden rod

When is the best time to 
water your plants?

do you usually water your plants in the 
middle of the day when the sun is at its 
zenith? if so, you should rethink that 
habit! Midday is actually the worst time 
to accomplish this task. Ecologically 
speaking, you risk wasting more water 
due to the strong sunlight prompting 
rapid evaporation. 

The solution? Take out the hose either 
in the early hours of the morning or 
when the sun starts to set.  
at daybreak the sun is still cool, which 
means water won’t evaporate as swiftly. 
Furthermore, it’s actually healthy for 
a plant’s foliage to dry out gradually 
throughout the day. a drier foliage 
protects your flowers and shrubs from 

disease related to high levels 
of humidity. 

Consequently, when watering 
at dusk, aim for the ground 
rather than the foliage. if not, 
humidity will cling to your 
plants throughout the long 
hours of the night, which can 
cause spores or other harmful 
bacteria to grow.  

For more practical advice 
regarding the proper 
maintenance of your flo wers, 
trees and shrubs, make your 
way down to your local nursery 
or garden centre today!

~ Newspaper Toolbox ~ Newspaper Toolbox

Lois Pade

DECORATING DEN
I N T E R I O R S®

Let us help you in 2019 with your 
new home – or your existing one!

Call for an appointment! 262-652-6400
www.decdens.com/Loispade     Visit our showroom at: 2120 82nd Street, Kenosha

• Window treatments
• Furniture
• Floor coverings
• Lighting
• Accessories
• Kitchen and 

bath remodels

We do it all – from 
concept to completion!
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Present this coupon for 

$100 Off  
your purchase of $500 or more.

Off er expires 5/31/2019
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Benefits of 
biodegradable mulch

Many gardeners know that the secret
to a beautiful flowerbed resides 
in a layer of fresh mulch or wood 
chips. There are count less varieties 
of flowerbed coverings available on 
the market to fit every land scaping 
preference; however, the most eco-
friendly are those that eventually 
decompose into the ground. These 
types of bio degradable mulch usually 
contain straw, pine needles, tree 
branches, dried leaves, sawdust, 
compost, grass and yes,
even newspaper! 

did you know that mulch plays four 
essential roles when it comes to 
healthy plant growth? 

1.    It prevents weeds from peeking 
through   
   

2.    It deters insects from invading your 
flowerbeds 
 

3.    It reduces the need for frequent 
watering  

4.   It naturally enriches the soil  

Nutritious, environmentally friendly and 
affordable, biodegradable mulch is a 
smart choice to enhance the beauty 
of your outdoor space. Is your green 
thumb itching to get dirty? run down to 
your nearest nursery or garden centre 
without delay to find quality mulch and 
other gardening must-haves!

How to prolong the
longevity of your rhubarb
did you know that when properly 
cared for, rhubarb can live for nearly 
20 years? Follow these tips to ensure 
yours continues to grow strong for 
years to come.    

Existing plants
do you already have a patch of rhubarb 
in your backyard? If so, make sure you 
nourish your plants with an all-purpose 
fertilizer every year. Furthermore, it’s 
important to regularly remove any 
weeds sprouting nearby, as these tend 
to attract harmful insects and spread 
disease. Avoid using a knife to pick 
your rhubarb. Instead, take hold of the 
stem near the base and pull using a 

single swift motion. Finally, to avoid 
weakening your rhubarb prematurely, do 
not harvest more than a quarter of the 
stem at a time.  

nEw plants
Eager to grow your own rhubarb? After 
buying your plants at your local garden 
centre, plant them in rich, nourishing 
soil. Make sure the area is well drained 
and receives plenty of sunshine. For 
optimal results, keep a distance of one 
metre between each plant. 

Bonus tip 
If your rhubarb patch has been 
looking a little grim these past couple 
of seasons, try dividing it up and 
re-positioning the new sections in 
different areas to stimulate growth. 

To learn more about this delicious leafy 
perennial, visit a nursery or garden 
centre in your region. Not sure how to 
incorporate rhubarb in your cooking? 
Ask a specialist on site!

what are spilled flowerpots?
Spilled floral arrangements are an 
increasingly popular trend. This 
gardening style involves sowing or 
planting flowers in a way that appears 
as though they’re cascading from 
a vase, keg, wheelbarrow or other 
versatile object. To add a unique and 
rustic touch to your outdoor space, 
consider the tips below.  

tHE containEr 
different types of receptacle can be 
used to create your spilled flowerpot; 
for example, terra cotta pots, oak 
barrels, metal pails and old gallons of 
milk all work marvellously. Take a look 
around the house to see what you
can find! 

tHE EartH 
Choose a quality soil rich in nutrients 
to see your plants flourish in all their 
splendour. For optimal results, add a 
fertilizer specially concocted to help 
flowers grow strong.   

tHE flowErs 
Before making your selection, consult 
a gardening specialist to know which 
kinds of flowers are most likely to 
coexist in harmony. Once you have a 
better understanding, don’t hesitate 
to aim for diversity! Go with vibrant 
colours and unique varieties for a truly 
spectacular effect.  

plan a daytrip to your local nursery or 
garden centre to procure everything 
you need for a beautiful spilled flower 
display worthy of your neighbours’ envy.

~ Newspaper Toolbox ~ Newspaper Toolbox

~ Newspaper Toolbox
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1241 22nd Ave, Kenosha, WI  
(262) 883-9494

Open Mon & Fri 10-8 
Tues, Wed, Thurs 10-6 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 11-4

Family Owned & Operated 
for over 20 yearswww.carpetsplusoutlet.com

 

Free In-Home Consultation 
and Professional Installation

Financing Available 
Must be credit approved. See store for details.
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