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Looking back.... Women stand tall at past SBA programs

KENOSHA NEWS fIlE pHOtO by bIll SIEl

From 2015: Joking about being a short woman in a male-dominat-
ed construction industry, Michelle Serpe uses a step stool to give 
her acceptance speech.

From 2017: Life-
time Achievement 

Award winner 
Judge Mary K. 

Wagner waves to 
the audience from 

behind the podium. 
She was making 

fun of her height.

KENOSHA NEWS fIlE 
pHOtO by bIll SIEl

KENOSHA NEWS fIlE pHOtO by bIll SIEl

From 2009: Julianne Mucha, left, 
and Rosann Baldauf-Shales

From 2007: Wis-
consin Supreme 
Court Justice 
Ann Walsh 
Bradley, left, and 
Chief Justice 
Shirley Abraham-
son share a laugh 
and podiums.

KENOSHA NEWS fIlE 
pHOtO by bIll SIEl

KENOSHA NEWS fIlE pHOtO by KEVIN pOIrIEr

From 2010: Patricia Johnson, right, hands Joyce Er-
ickson a raffle ticket.
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Walking in her footsteps: Awards honor Anthony
BY TERRY FLORES

tfl ores@kenoshanews.com

When organizers of the Susan 
B. Anthony Women of Infl u-
ence banquet bestow this year’s 
awards, it will be for the 28th 
time since the gathering’s incep-
tion in 1985.

So, let’s get the math out of 
the way fi rst and a little history 

while we’re at it.
Guida Brown, 

president of SBA 
Awards Inc., said 
the local Ameri-
can Association of 
University Women 
and the Kenosha 
Women’s Network 
have organized the 
annual event since 

its inception.
In the beginning it commemo-

rated Anthony, an abolitionist 
and leader in the women’s rights 
movement who played a pivotal 
role in laying the groundwork 
for the suffragists.

Anthony and others took to 

the streets with marches and 
intense demonstrations and 
lobbied Congress, fi ghting for 
women’s right to vote until her 
death on March 13, 1906. It would 
be 14 years later that women 
could vote following the pas-
sage and ratifi cation of the 19th 
Amendment.

“In my emceeing for the 
night, I’ll talk about her being 
a ‘rabble-rouser’,” said Brown. 
“Because that’s what she did (to 

bring about change).”

A look back
As for the local annual ban-

quet, the fi rst two years there 
was no award given, Brown said. 
The celebration bestowed its fi rst 
lifetime achievement award in 
1987 to Saundra Yelton-Stanley.

It would give another in 1988 
and then, for two years, the cel-
ebration went on a hiatus before 
resuming again with an awards 
banquet in 1991. Three years 
would again lapse, said Brown, 
before the Susan B. Anthony 
Award celebration became an 
annual event.

“At that point, in 1994, they 
really decided to do this up 
and fundraise for agencies that 
served women and children,” she 
said. “At that time we were giv-
ing the money to Women’s and 
Children’s Horizons, Kenoshans 
Against Sexual Assault and the 
Domestic Violence Project.”

In 2005, it became grant 

application driven and added 
two $1,000 scholarships, which 
continue to be given today.

In 2016, organizers expanded 
the awards to include “Women of 
Infl uence” in Business/Govern-
ment/Nonprofi t, Arts /Educa-
tion and Women to Watch Under 
40.

Susan B. Anthony

The event

What: Susan B. Anthony 
Women of Infl uence Awards 
Dinner

When: 5 p.m. March 23

Where: Madrigrano Marina 
Shores, 302 58th St.

Event is sold out. For more 
information on next year’s 
event, email guida@hope-
council.org

Guida
Brown

See SBA, Page 4

‘IN MY 
emceeing for the 

night, I’ll talk 
about her 

(Anthony) being 
a ‘rabble-rouser.’ 

Because that’s 
what she did 

(to bring about 
change).’

Guida Brown
president

SBA Awards Inc.
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“We’re only in our third year of doing 
that. But we decided that there are so 
many deserving women, and if you have 
to wait your entire lifetime to see what 
they are doing, you’re missing out,” 
Brown said.
 “This is yet another means to honor 
women who are doing great things in our 
community.”

All award winners are residents of 
Kenosha County, and with the exception 
of the under-40 award, there is no age 
requirement. 

Brown said winning any of the newer 
honors also does not preclude them from 
being awarded a lifetime achievement 
award later on.

Focus on women
This year’s celebration also will not 

have a keynote speaker, she said.
“We decided that since Michelle 

Obama and Oprah Winfrey weren’t 
available that we would not be having 
a keynote speaker,” Brown said in all 
seriousness. 

“We really wanted somebody of super 
caliber if we were to have one. Not that 
our past speakers weren’t wonderful, 
because they have been. 

“But this year we thought the focus 
should be on honoring the women we are 
awarding for evening. And, the lifetime 
achievement award winner always gives 
a wonderful speech.”

Brown said one of the things she will 
talk about is the importance of recogniz-
ing the roles of women as leaders in the 
community. 

One anecdote to which she alluded 
is how Jennie Tunkieicz, chief of staff 
to Kenosha County Executive Jim 
Kreuser, was participating in a walking 
group when a parent and child joined in. 
Tunkieicz also happened to be the par-

ent’s supervisor, Brown said.
“So the kid asked how could she be a 

boss (because) she’s a woman,” Brown 
said.

“It’s not over just because we got the 
right to vote. This event honors women 
and shows how much we’ve accomplished 
and also how much we still have to do.”

From Page 3

SBA: Honoring outstanding women

Inside
Profi les of award winners

Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Ellen Brookhouse..........pages 8-9

Women of Infl uence Awards:
 � Business/Government/Nonprof-

it: Sandra Riese...........pages 10-11
 � Arts/Education: Tamarra Cole-

man.............................pages 12-13
� Women to Watch Under 40: 

Michelle Eckert............pages 14-15

Scholarship winners: 
� Colleen Kappeler and Atifa Rob-

inson...........................pages 16-19

Also inside:
� New women’s movement takes 

hold in Kenosha...............pages 5-6
� Tempo Kenosha, AAUW, 

Kenosha Women’s Network unite to 
honor, inspire women..........page 20

� Five organizations to benefi t 
from SBA grants..................page 21

� Jeweler designs new pin/pen-
dant for award winners.........page22

� Who was Susan B. Antho-
ny?....................................page 22

� Past Lifetime Achievement 
Award winners..............pages 23-27

KENOSHA NEWS FILE PHOTO

Past winners
This photo from 2012 shows past winners of the Lifetime Achievement award. 
In front, from left, are Debra Hertzberg, Roseann Baldauf-Shales, Florence 
Hammelev and Terry Potente. In back are Jane Harrington-Heide, Joan Wilk, 
Saundra Yelton-Stanley, Adelene Greene, Joyce Erickson and Kathy Barth. 
Profi les of past winners can be found on pages 23-27

APPLAUSE
Sandra Riese
From Past Presidents of 
Women and Children’s Horizons

f� 
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By DENEEN SMITH
dsmith@kenoshanews.com

In her 50s, with four adult children, Keno-
sha resident Jodi Muerhoff had never really 
had a desire to get involved in politics before.

“I’d never been to a rally before,” she said, 
saying her only past involvement in politics 
was “very minor” volunteering to make 

phone calls during two past pres-
idential campaigns. “I served on 
the the PTSA at Tremper, and 
that’s about as political as I’ve 
ever been.”

But the 2016 presidential elec-
tion changed Muerhoff’s outlook, 
inspiring her — and many other 
local women — to get involved.

After a lifetime of watching 
from the sidelines, Muerhoff is 

now a board member of Forward Kenosha, 
a progressive political advocacy group that 
formed officially in January 2017.

She now is working on things like organiz-
ing candidate training, holding local rallies, 
coordinating conference calls with legisla-

tors, and getting out the vote. She is particu-
larly interested in immigration issues.

“It’s exciting that we have created a space 
in Kenosha that people who feel like they 
want to become involved can come to get 
involved,” she said.

A new women’s movement
Between the Women’s March and the Me 

Too movement, the past year has seen more 
women become vocal on political issues.

Though Forward Kenosha is not designed 
to be a women-centric organization, Muerhoff 
said the more than 2,100 members who have 
signed up through the group’s closed Face-
book group “skew heavily toward women.”

A record number of women are running 
for office across the nation, something that 
would likely please Susan B. Anthony. Keno-
sha County reflects that, with more women 
involved in political issues locally and run-
ning for local office.

No longer silent Gina Wash-
ington, 
center, of 
Forward 
Kenosha, 
speaks to 
protest-
ers outisde 
Speaker of 
the House 
Paul Ryan’s 
CNN town 
hall meeting 
in August at 
the Racine 
Theater 
Guild. For-
ward Keno-
sha formed 
in the wake 
of the 2016 
presidential 
election and 
boasts some 
2,000 mem-
bers, most 
of them 
women.

KenOsha neWs 
File PhOTO By 
Brian PassinO

National politics inspire women to get involved

Jodi
Muerhoff

See MOVEMENT, Page 6
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That includes first-time candidates 
Holly Kangas and Stephanie Kemp, 
running for seats on the Kenosha City 
Council.

“I’m really passionate about the 
city, and I want the best for the city, 
especially the district I live in,” said 
Kangas, who is running for 4th Dis-
trict alderman.

She had never been involved with 
politics, and did not attend any of the 
Women’s Marches last year, but said 
she was inspired from afar.

“I had said to my husband, ‘I’d 
like to get involved in politics,’ and 
frankly he was like, ‘Holly, we’re 62. 
Why do you want to do this?’ But I 
thought the timing is just right. ... I 
felt as a woman, I had to step up.”

The incumbent in the 4th Dis-
trict, G. John Ruffalo, is facing a 
felony charge for allegedly stalking a 
woman. 

He has continued to serve on the 
council while out on bond.

All-male council
There are no women serving on the 

City Council, and that inspired Kemp 
to run.

“I looked at our local City Council, 
and in particular in my district, and 
there is a stark absence in our City 
Council of women being represented, 
and I felt in my district an obligation 
to stand up and represent everyone,” 
said Kemp, who is running against in-
cumbent Scott Gordon in District 11.

Kemp said she was inspired by the 
Bernie Sanders political campaign to 
become more politically active. 

She joined a progressive political 
organization called Wisconsin Revolu-
tion, and was elected to that organiza-
tion’s local board last year.

“That’s where I really started to be 
involved, and I’m working with all 
sorts of really brilliant people, and we 

all have an idea of how we’d like to 
move forward,” she said.

While drawn to politics by the 2016 
presidential election, the focus of her 
campaign in Kenosha is decidedly lo-
cal — improving roads and bolstering 
neighborhood watch groups.

Equal representation
Colleen Kappeler, an assistant pro-

fessor at Carthage College, said she 

has become politically active since the 
last presidential election, including 
joining Forward Kenosha.

She said women in the United 
States have had a right to vote for less 
than 100 years — the 19th Amendment 
was ratified in 1920 — and are still far 
under-represented in elected office. 
She said she hopes to work to change 
that.

“My biggest thing politically for 
women is helping make sure they 
have a right to their voice,” Kappeler 
said. “I think if we’re going to run a 
country that is a little more than 50 
percent women then we at least ought 
to have 50 percent representation.”

MOVEMENT: More women seeking seats on city council, county Board
From Page 5

‘I THOUgHT THe
 timing is just 

right. ... I felt as a 
woman, I had to 

step up.’

‘THere IS A 
stark absence in 
our City Council 
of women being 

represented, and I 
felt in my 

district an obligation to 
stand up and represent

 everyone.’

Holly
Kangas

Stephanie
Kemp

‘MY BIggeST
 thing politically 

for women is 
helping make 

sure they have a 
right to their voice.’

Colleen
Kappeler ‘I Never 

set out to do 
things in the 
community to 
be recognized. 
I just wanted to 
get involved and 
make friends.’

ellen Brookhouse

Lifetime achievement 
award winner

3720 39th Ave.    262-658-4101    www.piasecki-althaus.com

 Preplanning

  Life Celebrations 
Burials and 
Cremations

 Grief Support

Congratulations to All the Susan B. Anthony 
Women of In� uence Award Recipients

Ellen Brookhouse      Sandra Riese      Tamarra Coleman      Michelle Eckert

Left to Right: Top Row: Nancy Piasecki, Bill Althaus, Ron Nelson, Julie Ruhle, 
Coriann Martin. Bottom Row: Laura Ewings, Tom Bain, Kathleen DeFord, 

Anne Wasilevich, Rich Jorgensen
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was ratified in 1920 — and are still far 
under-represented in elected office. 
She said she hopes to work to change 
that.

“My biggest thing politically for 
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said. “I think if we’re going to run a 
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‘MY BiggeST
 thing politically 

for women is 
helping make 

sure they have a 
right to their voice.’

Lifetime Achievement Award: Ellen Brookhouse

‘i Never 
set out to do 
things in the 
community to 
be recognized. 
I just wanted to 
get involved and 
make friends.’

ellen Brookhouse

Lifetime achievement 
award winner

Continued on Page 8

She’s committed    
to her community Ellen 

Brook-
house 
stands in 
the ELCA 
Outreach 
Center, 
where 
she is a 
member of 
the board. 
It is one 
of numer-
ous orga-
nizations 
Brook-
house has 
worked 
with over 
the years.

KenOsha neWs 
PhOTO By BILL 
sIeL

By SARA LANCASTER
KenOsha neWs cOrresPOndenT

Ellen Brookhouse arrived in Kenosha know-
ing no one except her husband, Eugene.

Nearly 48 years later, it would be difficult to 
find someone who hasn’t worked with or been 
affected by the work of this year’s Susan B. An-
thony Lifetime Achievement Award recipient.

“I didn’t know a soul,” Brookhouse recalled 
of her move to Kenosha in 1970. “And I think 
that was part of why I decided to get involved 
in the community. We needed to make friends.”

So when Brookhouse received an invitation 
to a Kenosha Junior Woman’s Club meeting, 
she accepted, never realizing the many doors it 
would open.

Over the years, Brookhouse would serve as 
the organization’s board president, in addition 
to other board and committee positions.

An organizer by nature, one of her favor-

3720 39th Ave.    262-658-4101    www.piasecki-althaus.com
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  Life Celebrations 
Burials and 
Cremations

 Grief Support

Congratulations to All the Susan B. Anthony 
Women of In� uence Award Recipients

Ellen Brookhouse      Sandra Riese      Tamarra Coleman      Michelle Eckert

Left to Right: Top Row: Nancy Piasecki, Bill Althaus, Ron Nelson, Julie Ruhle, 
Coriann Martin. Bottom Row: Laura Ewings, Tom Bain, Kathleen DeFord, 

Anne Wasilevich, Rich Jorgensen
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at Gateway Technical College when she 
was a nurse educator. Brookhouse and 
White also served together on volunteer 
committees for the Kenosha Achieve-
ment Center.

‘A very caring person’
“The first thing I think about when I 

think about Ellen is she is difficult to say 
no to. And I mean that in a positive way,” 
Whyte said. “She can pull large groups 
of people together, and is able to get key 
people on board.”

Whyte attributed that to Brookhouse’s 
kind nature.

“She is a very caring person,” he said. 
“She gets herself engaged in a lot of initia-
tives in the community that, frankly, 
help people, specifically people who are 
disadvantaged. It can be seen looking 
back at her work with the Girl Scouts and 
KAC, to her more recent work with the 
outreach center.”

The ELCA Outreach Center, a joint 
effort of eight Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregations of America churches in 
Kenosha, offers a variety of services to 
individuals and families in need.

Brookhouse, who currently serves as a 
board member, said it has been inspiring 
to witness the growth an organization 
can experience when the people behind it 
are dedicated to the mission. Last fall, the 
center moved to a new, larger location at 
6218 26th Ave.

“It is a much improved environment 
for the clients who walk through those 
doors,” Brookhouse said. “In just the 
short time I’ve been involved with the 
outreach center, I’ve watched its pres-
ence grow in the community. There are 
more and more people who know what 
we do.”

That’s the power of volunteerism. 

ite tasks included planning the 
nonprofit’s annual fundraiser, The 
Kenosha Junior Woman’s Club 
Follies.

Said Brookhouse, “I ultimately 
became very involved with that 
organization and made so many 
lifetime friends,” among them the 
late Mary Davidson.

Described by Brookhouse as 
“very organized” and “a real leader” 
in the community, Davidson offered 
the new Kenoshan both a glimpse of 
what Brookhouse wished to contrib-
ute to her community, as well as a 
reflection of who she already was.

“In many ways, Mary was very 
much like me, and I think maybe 
that is why I was drawn to her,” 
Brookhouse said. “She became one 
of my best friends and served as the 
springboard for me becoming more 
involved by introducing me to so 
many other people in Kenosha.”

With a strong network in place, 
Brookhouse soon discovered other 
volunteer opportunities within the 

community. As her two daughters 
grew, those opportunities often 
involved the girls’ school or after-
school activities.

20 years with Scouts
Brookhouse would be involved 

with Kenosha Girls Scouts the 
longest.

“I was involved with the Girl 
Scouts for over 20 years, even 
though I was a Scout for a very short 
amount of time and the girls eventu-
ally became involved in other school 
activities,” she said.

What kept Brookhouse with the 
Girl Scouts long after her days as 
a troop leader were the values and 
skills she saw the organization 
instilling in the community’s young-
est members.

“It offers so much for young kids. 
Being a good citizen is part of it, 
but also just being good people,” 
she said. “It’s so important for all 
of us to be better citizens and better 
involved in our community.”

Brookhouse would serve on the 

Kenosha Girl Scout Board of Direc-
tors on two separate occasions, in 
addition to positions on a few other 
committees.

It was during this time she would 
reconnect with a former colleague, 
Bill Whyte, whom she worked with 

Lifetime Achievement Award: Brookhouse

‘SHe iS A verY
 caring person. She gets 
herself engaged in a lot 

of initiatives in the 
community that, frankly, 
help people, specifically 

people who are 
disadvantaged.’

Bill Whyte
Gateway Technical college

KenOsha neWs PhOTO By sean KraJacIc

Ellen Brookhouse is shown in her home.

From Page 7

Continued on Page 9

From Page 8

From the Past SBA Lifetime 
Achievement Award Winners: 
Saundra Yelton-Stanley 
Camille Thibaudeau-Meyers 
Barbara Kluka, J.D. 
Katherine Marks 
Terry Potente 
Kay Wikel 

Bev Jambois, J.D. 
Joan Wilk, PhD 
Joyce Erickson
Adelene Greene
Florence Hammelev 
Kathy Barth 
Jane Harrington-Heide 
Debra Hertzberg 

Roseann Baldauf-Shales 
Guida Brown 
Earlene Girman
Joanne Rattan 
Honorable Mary Wagner 

2018 Susan B. Anthony Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient

Congratulations, also, to the 
2018 Women of Infl uence Recipients

1718 - 63rd Street, Kenosha WI
262-652-9929
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at Gateway Technical College when she 
was a nurse educator. Brookhouse and 
White also served together on volunteer 
committees for the Kenosha Achieve-
ment Center.

‘A very caring person’
“The first thing I think about when I 

think about Ellen is she is difficult to say 
no to. And I mean that in a positive way,” 
Whyte said. “She can pull large groups 
of people together, and is able to get key 
people on board.”

Whyte attributed that to Brookhouse’s 
kind nature.

“She is a very caring person,” he said. 
“She gets herself engaged in a lot of initia-
tives in the community that, frankly, 
help people, specifically people who are 
disadvantaged. It can be seen looking 
back at her work with the Girl Scouts and 
KAC, to her more recent work with the 
outreach center.”

The ELCA Outreach Center, a joint 
effort of eight Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregations of America churches in 
Kenosha, offers a variety of services to 
individuals and families in need.

Brookhouse, who currently serves as a 
board member, said it has been inspiring 
to witness the growth an organization 
can experience when the people behind it 
are dedicated to the mission. Last fall, the 
center moved to a new, larger location at 
6218 26th Ave.

“It is a much improved environment 
for the clients who walk through those 
doors,” Brookhouse said. “In just the 
short time I’ve been involved with the 
outreach center, I’ve watched its pres-
ence grow in the community. There are 
more and more people who know what 
we do.”

That’s the power of volunteerism. 

It starts with one person lending time, 
talent and skills, but collectively it can 
change an entire community for the bet-
ter.

Making an impact
“I think the biggest thing I would like 

people to understand is the impact one 
person can have when she is committed 
to a cause or initiative,” Whyte said of 
Brookhouse receiving the award for 2018.

“Ellen is an example of how one person 
might contribute to their community. 
It’s amazing the impact Ellen has had on 
a number of different fronts, all because 
she took the time to be involved.”

Although a glance at Brookhouse’s 
resume confirms a lifetime of volunteer-
ing, she shies away from such accolades 
and even admits to not believing she won 
the Lifetime Achievement Award when 
she first received the news.

“I never set out to do things in the com-
munity to be recognized. I just wanted to 
get involved and make friends,” she said.

“I’m very honored and humbled to be 
in the company of the wonderful women 
who have received this award in the past 
and the outstanding work they did in the 
community.”

KenOsha neWs PhOTO By sean KraJacIc

Ellen Brookhouse is shown in her home.

Lifetime Achievement Award

From Page 8 ‘I’m verY HONOred
 and humbled to be in the 
company of the wonderful 
women who have received 
this award in the past and 
the outstanding work they 

did in the community.’

ellen Brookhouse

From the Past SBA Lifetime 
Achievement Award Winners: 
Saundra Yelton-Stanley 
Camille Thibaudeau-Meyers 
Barbara Kluka, J.D. 
Katherine Marks 
Terry Potente 
Kay Wikel 

Bev Jambois, J.D. 
Joan Wilk, PhD 
Joyce Erickson
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Florence Hammelev 
Kathy Barth 
Jane Harrington-Heide 
Debra Hertzberg 
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Guida Brown 
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Joanne Rattan 
Honorable Mary Wagner 

2018 Susan B. Anthony Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient

Congratulations, also, to the 
2018 Women of Infl uence Recipients

1718 - 63rd Street, Kenosha WI
262-652-9929
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Women of Influence Award: Sandra Riese

By CHRISTINE A. VERSTRAETE
KENOSHA NEWS cOrrESPONdENT

Sandra Riese never expected to 
be honored for something she’s al-
ways loved doing — helping others.

But because of her extensive 
community involvement, Riese 
was named the 2018 recipient of 
the Susan B. Anthony Women of 
Influence Business/Government/
Nonprofit Award.

“We’ve been fortunate to raise 
our family here, and I was raised 
to think it’s important to do what 
you can for others,” said 76-year-
old Riese, a nurse for more than 50 
years and a longtime volunteer for 
various community organizations.

She worked at the old St. Cath-
erine’s Hospital for more than 25 
years, the St. Catherine’s Women’s 
Health Center before it closed and 
at the University of Wisconsin-
Parkside health center, as well as 
teaching women’s studies courses 

at the college.
Over the years, Riese has vol-

unteered with and served on the 
boards of several organizations 
including Women and Children’s 
Horizons, Hospice Alliance Inc. and 
the Hospice Alliance Foundation, 
Kenosha County Commission on 
Aging, Relay for Life and others.

She served as Women and Chil-
dren’s Horizons board president for 
five years and was president of the 
Hospice Alliance operation board 
from 1999 to 2003.

Very deserving
Betsy Brown, who preceded 

Riese as Women and Children’s Ho-
rizons board president, said no one 
was more deserving of the honor.

“She’s been deserving of this for 
many years,” Brown said. “I have 
enormous respect for what Sandy 
has done. She followed through 

on the advanced planning of a 
five-year plan. She kept the board 
on track with its goals. She had a 
responsibility for them going in a a 

new direction. I was in very much 
in awe of her extensive expertise. I 
am so happy she’s being honored in 
this way.”

Riese continues to volunteer 
at her church, with Women and 
Children’s Horizons, the Hospice 
Alliance Foundation and as the 
Good Action Foundation secretary.

She said it was especially mean-
ingful to have served on the board 
during the planning and construc-
tion of the new Hospice House and 
office buildings, which opened in 
July 2003.

“It was probably the most 
rewarding being involved in the 
Hospice Alliance,” she said.

“Sometimes people don’t have 
family or can’t take care of them at 
home, so this is a place where end-
of-life people can go, in a home-like 
atmosphere. It’s a good thing to 

Volunteering in community is second nature to her
‘I jUST

 guess that it 
(volunteering) 
is part of me. 
I just feel it’s 
something I 
should be 

doing.’

Sandra Riese

Women of 
Achievement, 

Business/
Government/

Nonprofit

‘SHe’S BeeN
deserving of this for 
many years. I have 

enormous respect for 
what Sandy has done.  
I am so happy she’s 

being honored in this 
way.’

Betsy Brown
Women and children’s Horizons

Continued on  Page 11

Congratulations 
Ellen Brookhouse, Sandra Riese, 

Tamarra Coleman, and Michelle Eckert 
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have all types of services 
there.”

Working overseas
In addition to her public 

service volunteering, Riese and 
her husband, Jim, 79, also have 
been active in mission work 
and are longtime members of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church. The 
couple, who will be married 54 
years in April, took their first 
mission trip together to Nairobi 
in 2000 and continue to volun-
teer overseas.

“The whole experience was 
life-changing,” she said. “It 
broadens your horizons.”

The Rieses volunteered in 
2005 to 2007 at an eye clinic in 
the Dominican Republic set up 
by a doctor who attends their 
church.

They also have gone twice to 
Paul Newman’s Hole in the Wall 
Gang in Connecticut, where 

she worked in an infirmary and 
James worked as a counselor.

And yes, she met Newman. 
“He was not as tall as I thought 
he was, but he still was hand-
some,” she said.

For the past three years, the 
couple also has volunteered at a 

clinic in Mexico.
“Down there they don’t have 

the support and supplies we 
have here,” she said. “It was 
quite an experience.”

Her continued involve-
ment in public service is what 
husband Jim said made her a 

natural choice for the Susan B. 
Anthony Award.

“I was very happy for her, 
but not surprised because she 
does so much,” he said. “She’s 
a very driven person. She just 
gives and gives and gives.”

Inspired by mother
Riese, the oldest of 14 chil-

dren and a lifelong Kenoshan, 
said she owes her outlook on 
life and her own decision to 
become a nurse to her late 
mother Dorothy Singer, who led 
by example.

“She was in Girl Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, was active in church 
and involved with the Sha-
lom Center,” she said of her 
mother, who died last year at 
age 98. “She was older when she 
became an LPN. She inspired us 
to give back what we could.”

After graduating from St. 
Joseph High School, Riese re-
ceived a diploma in nursing in 
1963 from St. Therese School of 

Nursing, but it wasn’t until 20 
years later that she went back 
to school and got her bachelor’s 
degree in nursing.

She later received a master’s 
in public administration from 
UW-Parkside, a College Health 
Certification from the National 
League of Nursing and a Parish 
Nurse Certificate from Mar-
quette University.

While none of the Rieses’ 
four daughters followed her 
into nursing, they did decide 
to work in public service and 
became teachers in Kenosha. 
They also have been involved in 
volunteering in the church and 
in other activities.

Riese isn’t sure what’s up 
next, though she will likely 
keep busy, especially with 11 
grandchildren. But no mat-
ter what, she plans to keep on 
volunteering and helping others 
however she can.

“I just guess that it’s part of 
me,” she said. “I just feel it’s 
something I should be doing.”

KenOsha neWs PhOTO By BILL sIeL

Sandra Riese, a Hospice Alliance board member, is shown at 
the facility.

Women of Influence, Business/Government/Nonprofit: Sandra Riese 

From Page 10

“Susan B. Anthony” by Karen Brittain
This portrait and other fi ne art available for purchase at the gallery.

“The day may 
be approaching 
when the whole 
world will 
recognize 
woman as the 
equal of man.”

– Susan B. Anthony
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Women of Influence Award: Tamarra Coleman

By CHRISTINE A. VERSTRAETE
KENOSHA NEWS cOrrESPONdENT

While she’d worked over 20 
years in the meetings and con-
vention industry, it was volun-
teering and being involved in her 
three daughters’ school activities 
and programs, especially fine 
arts and theater, that really lit a 
fire in Kenoshan Tamarra Cole-
man.

“The theater arts and ex-
tracurricular activities are so 
important for kids to be involved 
in,” she said. “When you inte-
grate drama into instruction, it’s 
a different way of learning.”

It is that passion for work-
ing with kids and in the school 
district that resulted in Coleman 
being chosen as this year’s re-
cipient of the Susan B. Anthony 
Women of Influence Award in 
Arts/Education.

Her enthusiasm for volunteer-
ing at the school led 42-year-old 
Coleman to run for the Kenosha 
Unified School Board six years 
ago. She has served as board 
president for the past four years.

She also has been working for 
the past two years as the director 
of programs and operations at 
the Shalom Center.

Driven to volunteer
The lifelong Kenoshan, who 

graduated from Bradford High 
School and the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater, said her 
thirst for service began with her 
volunteering on school PTAs 

while her children were in el-
ementary school.

Serving in district and par-
ent groups, she said, “piqued 
my interest and got me more 
involved.”

She served on various district 
committees, including the Talent 
Development Advisory Com-
mittee, Year Round Exploratory 

School Committee, Student Fees 
Committee, Education Decision 
Support System Committee, 
Bullying Ad Hoc and Dress Code 
Ad Hoc committees. She also 
chaired the Personnel/Policy 
Committee.

It is this service and dedica-
tion that makes Coleman so de-
serving of the honor, said Unified 

Superintendent Sue Savaglio-
Jarvis.

“She has greatly served our 
community,” said Savaglio-Jar-
vis. “In her role as board presi-
dent and on the school board 
she really works hard to see that 
students receive the quality of 

She’s a true believer in the power of  arts education
‘THe THeATer 

arts and
 extracurricular 
activities are so 

important for kids 
to be involved in. 

When you
 integrate drama 
into instruction, 
it’s a different 

way of 
learning.’

Tamarra Coleman
Women of Influence

Arts/Education

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO By SEAN KrAJAcIc

Tamarra Coleman poses in the classroom at the Shalom Center.

Continued on Page 13

Where Service, Quality, and Unbeatable Value Meet!

Located in Pick N’ Save Plaza in front of Burlington Coat Factory
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Winners!
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education they deserve.
“She’s always been an advocate for 

education. She is an advocate and strong 
supporter of public education who has 
dedicated a great deal of time to our dis-
trict, staff and students. We are extremely 
grateful for the time, talents and efforts 
she has shared with us throughout the 
years.”

Fine arts advocate
Active in the fine arts department of 

the district long before she got on the 
School Board, Coleman said she’s seen the 
value fine arts programs, and especially 
theater, give to students.

As a parent, she’s volunteered for the 
past six years as the communications liai-
son for the fine arts/theater department.

She remembered bringing a group of 
eighth-gaders to see “1776,” a musical 
about the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence.

“The kids were saying, ‘I get it.’ It took 
the kids out of the classroom, and it’s also 
supporting their peers.

“The kids I know in theater are fo-
cused. This is their opportunity to go to 
college. It gives the kids another opportu-
nity to be involved in their school.”

Holly Stanfield, theater arts teacher 
at Bradford High School, said Coleman’s 
enthusiasm for bringing people together 
makes her invaluable to the program.

“She’s an incredible communicator. 
She really cares about the community,” 
said Stanfield, who’s worked with Cole-
man since 2001. “In our theater arts pro-
gram she’s made a huge difference. She’s 
a great communicator between parents, 
students and staff.

“Every year we go to the International 
Thespian Festival in Nebraska, and she’s 
been instrumental in helping with fund-
raising and helping parents get to watch 
their kids. It would be very difficult to do 
it without her help. She’s one of the hearts 
of our community. She really is.”

Continuing to give back
Even if she wasn’t involved in volun-

teering because she had kids in school — 
her two oldest are now college age and her 
youngest is a senior at Indian Trail High 

School and Academy — Coleman said 
she’d still volunteer.

“My parents taught me that life is 
about serving others,” she said. “I believe 
I’m a servant leader. It is better to give 
than receive.”

Coleman also believes strongly in 

passing that attitude on to her children, 
Kyasia, Khaila and Kierra. The girls are 
active in school and other projects, as well 
as volunteering at the Shalom Center.

The family is also active in their 
church, Mount Sinai Baptist Church in 
North Chicago, Ill., pastored by her father.

Her husband, the Rev. Michael Cole-
man, is a youth pastor and choir director 
at the church.

“I want to teach them that,” she said of 
volunteering. “I’d be remiss in not want-
ing to give back to the community I grew 
up in.

While Coleman has decided to step 
down from the School Board in April to 
focus on some personal health issues, that 
doesn’t mean she’s retiring from volun-
teering and serving the community.

She plans on continuing her work with 
Building Our Future, the multi-cultural 
and diversity team at UW-Parkside, 
and will continue being involved in the 
schools as a parent.

Quit volunteering? Never, she said.
“It is a lifestyle for us. I’ll still serve 

in the community. I figure once I get my 
health back in order, this fall I’ll probably 
be twiddling my thumbs.”

Women of Influence, Arts/Education: Tamarra Coleman

From Page 12
‘SHe iS AN AdvOcATe
 and strong supporter of 

public education who has 
dedicated a great deal of 

time to our district, staff and 
students. We are extremely 
grateful for the time, talents 
and efforts she has shared 

with us throughout the years.’

Sue Savaglio-Jarvis
Unified superintendent

Congratulations
Ellen Brookhouse
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and

2018 Susan B. Anthony Women of Infl uence
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     Tamarra Coleman for Arts/Education
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Women of Influence Award: Michelle Eckert

By SARA LANCASTER
KENOSHA NEWS cOrrESPONdENT

Millennials tend to get a bad 
rap for being self-absorbed, their 
heads buried in their smartphones 
and disengaged from the rest of 
the world in social media.

And then there is Michelle Eck-
ert, the 2018 recipient of the Susan 
B. Anthony “Women to Watch 
Under 40” award.

Like her peers, the 32-year-old 
is no stranger to using her smart-
phone or social media, and she 
is using both to make a positive 
difference in Kenosha one blog, 
Facebook and Instagram post at a 
time.

“I’m someone who cannot stay 
inside,” said Eckert.

When she started working in 
Kenosha in 2007, one of her favor-
ite activities quickly became walk-
ing along Kenosha’s lakefront and 

taking pictures of what she saw.
“At first, I just put the photos 

I took on my personal Facebook 
page,” Eckert said, “but people 
told me I should share them.”

So in June 2016 she did, posting 
photos of her walks, as well as 
her many volunteer activities 
and local events to Instagram and 
Facebook under the handle “Tak-
ing On Kenosha.”

Its mission: “To continue to 
make Kenosha an amazing place 
to live, work, volunteer and play, 
by staying active in the commu-
nity and sharing my view of Keno-
sha through a camera lens.”

In just 18 short months, “it went 
from me taking pictures of nature 
and posting about my volunteer 
work to people asking me where 
to go to dinner in Kenosha, or how 

From lakefront to humane society, she’s involved

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO By SEAN KrAJAcIc

Volunteering at Safe Harbor Humane Society is among Michelle 
Eckert’s many community activities.

‘I’m A verY
 passionate 

person, and I 
want to be 

involved with 
the things I 

am passionate 
about.’

michelle eckert

Women of Influence
Women to Watch

Under 40

Conintued on Page 15
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Women of Influence, Women to Watch Under 40: Michelle Eckert

From Page 15

‘FOr A YOUNg
 person to show such drive 

and initiative to find 
opportunities within the 
community is a rarity.’

Tara Panasewicz
United Way of Kenosha county ceO

they could get involved in a certain 
organization,” Eckert said. “It’s all very 
weird and unexpected.”

It’s also all very “Michelle.”

‘A rarity’
“She truly cares about the community 

and making it a better place,” said Tara 
Panasewicz, chief executive officer of 
United Way of Kenosha County. “She 
looks for opportunities to get involved, 
but then she goes a step beyond that. It’s 
the awareness she creates for the com-
munity that makes her stand out.”

Panasewicz first met Eckert through 
Y-Link, a networking organization for 
young professionals in the Kenosha area. 
The two have worked together on vari-
ous Y-Link committees, but it was Eckert 
taking the initiative to ask how she could 
get involved with United Way — on top 
of all her other volunteer commitments 
that include Special Olympics, AIDS 
Walk Wisconsin, Tempo Kenosha and 
Kenosha Christmas Charities (Goodfel-
lows), just to name a few — that im-

pressed Panasewicz.
“I was completely taken aback,” Pan-

asewicz said. “Some people get involved 
to add to the resume, but not Michelle. 
For a young person to show such drive 
and initiative to find opportunities 
within the community is a rarity.”

But if you ask Eckert, this is just who 
she is.

“I’m a very passionate person, and I 
want to be involved with the things I am 
passionate about,” she said.

A passion to help
She also credits her mother.
“My mom loves helping people, so I 

think I got that from her,” Eckert said.
Eckert remembers helping her mom 

watch the children she baby-sat in 
their Chicago neighborhood. Later, she 
watched her mom care for her uncle as 
he was dying from AIDS.

“Later on in life, I remembered that 
and wondered how I could give back. So I 
started walking in the AIDS Walk in his 
memory. Later, I would intern with the 
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, and 
today I am a team captain for the walk.”

Eckert is also an animal lover, but the 
idea of volunteering at a local animal 
shelter was not first on her list.

“I’ve always had a fear of animal shel-
ters because they made me sad,” she said.

One afternoon, in attempt to overcome 
her fear, she walked into Safe Harbor 
Humane Society to visit the animals.

“As I was walking around, I saw they 
were looking for dog walkers. I thought it 
would be a cool way to offer my time and 
make a difference in the animals’ lives, 
so I started walking dogs on my lunch 

break.”
Like Panasewicz, Trevor James Davis, 

Safe Harbor’s volunteer and foster 
coordinator, was surprised by Eckert’s 
ambition to make a difference, not just in 
the lives of people, but animals, too.

“We see so many animals who are 
mistreated and neglected or surrendered 
here,” Davis said. “To meet someone who 
has those same morals and ideals as the 
humane society and who wants to take 
the time to give back to the animals is 
really cool.”

But it’s not just her time Eckert lends 
to these organizations. From organizing 
events and coordinating volunteers to 
helping with fundraising and engaging 
with the public, Eckert, who is an adver-
tising account manager for the Kenosha 
News, also volunteers her advertising 
and sales skills.

“I think doing these things — the blog, 
the volunteering — come naturally for 
me because it all comes down to building 
relationships,” Eckert said. “The best 
part is, I’m getting to do it in a commu-
nity I love being involved in, and in turn 
help others find out all that Kenosha has 
to offer.”
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‘Strong feminist’
So, who is Colleen Kappeler?
“I am a strong feminist. I have 

raised my children as feminists. Many 
people feel feminism means women 
over men. That’s what people assume. 
I’m a post-modern feminist, which 
means that I believe in equality for 
everyone: gender, race, class, sexual 
orientation, religion,” Kappeler said.

When did she become feminist in 
her outlook?

“Probably my entire life, without 
having that term but in my mind. But 
definitely in 2010. That’s when I began 
my master’s program, and I realized 
my interest in literature veered every 
single time to feminist authors and the 
study of feminism,” Kappeler.

That she and her former husband 
divorced that year was purely coinci-
dental, she said.

“I know people are going to say 
that’s why, but it’s not. Really,” Kap-
peler said, laughing.

SBA Scholarship winner: Colleen Kappeler

By BILL GUIDA
bguida@kenoshanews.com

Colleen Kappeler ponders 
for a few minutes what being 
awarded a 2018 Susan B. Antho-
ny Women of Influence scholar-
ship means to her.

“Oh, I could take that so many 
ways,” said Kappeler, of Keno-
sha.

“One,” she continued thought-
fully, “the respect and honor it 
means to me from the commu-
nity. The other is the responsi-
bility of carrying that forward 
and influencing my students and 
community members.”

The SBA-WOI award commit-
tee offers scholarships to nontra-
ditional female students in Keno-
sha County who show promise 
for success and advancement 
through higher education.

Kappeler indeed fits the bill.
A 43-year-old, single mother 

of two, Henry, 17, and Lucy, 13, 
she is completing her doctorate 
while teaching as an adjunct 
assistant professor at Carthage 
College, where she hired on in 
2013.

In addition, she teaches Eng-
lish literature and multi-cultural 
communication as an adjunct 
professor at Concordia Univer-
sity’s Kenosha satellite.

In August, she will become a 
visiting professor of communica-
tions and digital media, already 
having been hired for the post.

She is working on her doctor-
ate in communication and media 
arts, with a focus on mass com-
munication and public relations, 
through and at Regent Universi-
ty in Virginia Beach, Va., where 
she is periodically required to be 
on campus.

Kappeler published her 
master’s thesis in 2012: “Wicked 

Witch of the West from Baum to 
McGinnis: 100 years of Cultural 
Impact on American Society.”

After her divorce in 2010, she 
started the blog “Living the Life: 
Kenosha Style.” It was meant to 
inform people about activities, 
places to go, where to dine and 
whatever she decided to explore.

“About 50,000 readers a week 
was what I was getting. It would 
spike beyond that, but that was 
the average,” Kappeler said.

Building relationships
Her experience in social 

media, building relationships 
(which is how she defines public 
relations) and networking 
opened the door to being hired 
for a position with the Kenosha 
News at the same time she began 
working at Carthage.

As an SBA scholarship re-

cipient, what does she expect to 
influence people to do?

“Especially since it’s the local 
and Kenosha award: (I want to) 
influence them to see the pos-
sibilities that lie within Keno-
sha — and the possibilities that 
lie within themselves and how 
those two things can be blended 
to create an even better commu-
nity and city,” Kappeler said.

She engages forthrightly in 
conversation, her self-confidence 
expressed in well-articulated 
phrasing of her thoughts and 
beliefs.

She comes across as a per-
son who doesn’t take nonsense 
lightly but still has a ready sense 
of humor — someone who is 
genuinely interested in opening 
others’ eyes to the world around 
and within them.

Mom, unabashed feminist pursuing her doctorate
‘I’m A 

post-modern 
feminist, which 

means that I 
believe in 

equality for 
everyone: 

gender, race, 
class, sexual 
orientation, 

religion.’

Colleen Kappeler
Continued on Page 17
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‘Strong feminist’
So, who is Colleen Kappeler?
“I am a strong feminist. I have 

raised my children as feminists. Many 
people feel feminism means women 
over men. That’s what people assume. 
I’m a post-modern feminist, which 
means that I believe in equality for 
everyone: gender, race, class, sexual 
orientation, religion,” Kappeler said.

When did she become feminist in 
her outlook?

“Probably my entire life, without 
having that term but in my mind. But 
definitely in 2010. That’s when I began 
my master’s program, and I realized 
my interest in literature veered every 
single time to feminist authors and the 
study of feminism,” Kappeler.

That she and her former husband 
divorced that year was purely coinci-
dental, she said.

“I know people are going to say 
that’s why, but it’s not. Really,” Kap-
peler said, laughing.

“I love men. I just haven’t found one 
I want to date yet, but I will someday. 
It’s going to take a strong man, who 
isn’t intimidated by me, my strength 
and my intelligence.”

SBA Scholarship winner: Colleen Kappeler

cipient, what does she expect to 
influence people to do?

“Especially since it’s the local 
and Kenosha award: (I want to) 
influence them to see the pos-
sibilities that lie within Keno-
sha — and the possibilities that 
lie within themselves and how 
those two things can be blended 
to create an even better commu-
nity and city,” Kappeler said.

She engages forthrightly in 
conversation, her self-confidence 
expressed in well-articulated 
phrasing of her thoughts and 
beliefs.

She comes across as a per-
son who doesn’t take nonsense 
lightly but still has a ready sense 
of humor — someone who is 
genuinely interested in opening 
others’ eyes to the world around 
and within them.

Mom, unabashed feminist pursuing her doctorate

KenOsha neWs PhOTO By BrIan PassInO

Colleen Kappeler, shown at Carthage College where she is an adjunct as-
sistant professor, is working on her doctoral degree in communication and 
media arts.

SBA scholarship winner: Colleen Kappeler

‘(I wANT TO)
 influence them to see the 
possibilities that lie within 

Kenosha — and the 
possibilities that lie within 
themselves and how those 

two things can be blended to 
create an even better 
community and city.’

Colleen Kappeler
sBa scholarship winner
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plication screener for Kenosha Unified 
School District.

‘It’s never too late’
Lifelong learning is another lesson 

Robinson hopes to impart to her chil-
dren through continuing her education.

When her children asked why she ap-
plied for the scholarship, Robinson said 
she told them, “Because at any age, it’s 
never too late.”

She also said it helps model self-care. 
“In order for me to take care of you I 
have to take care of myself.”

Long term, Robinson hopes to apply 
her degree to manage her own social 
service agency.

“I want to one day become director or 
chief financial officer of a social service 
agency,” she said.

She also dreams of rejuvenating older 
apartment buildings into residences 
that would serve as community cen-
ters with resources for lower-income 
families.

Anthony’s legacy
Robinson noted that Susan B. An-

thony’s struggle to help women get the 
right to vote has resonated in her own 

SBA Scholarship winner: Atifa Robinson

By HEATHER LARSON POyNER
hpoyner@kenoshanews.com

Money was only part of the rea-
son that Atifa Robinson applied 
for Susan B. Anthony scholarship 
funds.

Even more important to her 
was providing solid role modeling 
for her children.

“Being a single mom of four 
children, I always encourage 
them to put education first,” she 
said. “I also want to teach my 
children to be smart financially.”

The 40-year-old Kenoshan was 
one of two women awarded schol-
arships through the 2018 Susan 
B. Anthony Women of Influence 
Scholarship Fund. The other win-
ner is Colleen Kappeler.

Award winners will be honored 
at a dinner on March 23 at Madri-
grano Marina Shores. The event 
is sponsored by the Kenosha 
Women’s Network, AAUW-Keno-

sha Branch and Tempo Kenosha.
According to Guida Brown, 

president of SBA Award Inc., the 
scholarship awards are given to 
women who meet certain bench-
marks of achievement. Addition-
ally, they are non-traditional 
students in relation to age and 
have attained at least an associ-
ate’s degree.

Robinson met the criteria and 
then some, Brown said.

“Atifa was selected, in part, be-
cause of her work with Kenosha 
Area Family and Aging Services, 
where she’s been employed for 
four years,” Brown said. “She was 
also well-known by several com-
mittee members, which indicates 
that she’s active in and giving 
back to her community.”

Robinson and Kappeler will 
each receive $1,000 to be applied 
toward their future educational 
endeavors.

Continuing education
Robinson said she plans to ap-

ply her scholarship funds toward 
a master’s degree in business 
administration with a concentra-
tion in accounting from Concor-
dia University, which will begin 
in August.

“College can be expensive, 
and I wanted to lead by example, 
encouraging my own kids to seek 
out scholarships when they reach 
the college level,” she said.

Robinson, who has a bachelor’s 
degree in human service manage-
ment from the University of Phoe-
nix, has spent most of her career 
in the social services field.

In Kenosha she has been a 
women’s health coordinator 
under the Susan Komen grant, en-
couraging women to get regular 
mammograms.

She’s also been a domestic vio-

lence advocate with Women and 
Children’s Horizons.

“In that environment I learned 
strength, teamwork, and I also 
learned the meaning of family 
support,” she said.

As family services manager 
for KAFASI, Robinson oversees 
billing for provider services and 
last May became project manager 
for a new program called Sip and 
Swipe Cafe, which debuted on 
March 13.

Robinson explained that the 
program, held at the Kenosha 
Senior Center, teaches seniors 
how to use computer tablets such 
as iPads to stay connected with 
email, sharing pictures and social 
media.

Robinson’s spare time is spent 
with her daughters, ages 19, 17, 10 
and 8, and volunteering as an ap-

Leading by example: She puts priority on education
‘GeTTiNG 

an education is 
powerful and a 
tool to success. 

With 
educational 

resources, you 
can show that 

anything is 
possible.’

Atifa Robinson
scholarship winner

Continued on Page 19
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Amazon shoppers can benefit 

SBA Award Inc. through the 
AmazonSmile program.

Amazon shoppers can realize 
the same products, prices, and 
shopping features as Amazon.

Shop smart: Susan B. Anthony Award Inc. benefits from AmazonSmile

Congratulations
Susan B. Anthony 

Women of  Infl uence Award Winners.
Thank you for your dedication to the community.

From Everyone at Tenuta’s Deli
3203 52nd Street • (Hwy. 158) Kenosha • 262-657-9001
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plication screener for Kenosha Unified 
School District.

‘It’s never too late’
Lifelong learning is another lesson 

Robinson hopes to impart to her chil-
dren through continuing her education.

When her children asked why she ap-
plied for the scholarship, Robinson said 
she told them, “Because at any age, it’s 
never too late.”

She also said it helps model self-care. 
“In order for me to take care of you I 
have to take care of myself.”

Long term, Robinson hopes to apply 
her degree to manage her own social 
service agency.

“I want to one day become director or 
chief financial officer of a social service 
agency,” she said.

She also dreams of rejuvenating older 
apartment buildings into residences 
that would serve as community cen-
ters with resources for lower-income 
families.

Anthony’s legacy
Robinson noted that Susan B. An-

thony’s struggle to help women get the 
right to vote has resonated in her own 

life.
“Working in male-dominated envi-

ronments I felt they looked at me like, 
‘As a woman she can’t lead this team,’ 

or, ‘As a woman she would not be ca-
pable.’”

“What I learned is that instead of 
fighting or being angry, getting an edu-

cation is powerful and a tool to success. 
With educational resources, you can 
show that anything is possible.”

Robinson said she hopes that by using 
the scholarship she can reflect Antho-
ny’s legacy in her own life and actions.

“The things (Susan B. Anthony) did 
were so empowering for women’s rights 
that it touched my heart,” said Robin-
son. “Hopefully I can create a movement 
too, to empower women to continue to 
get their education.”

SBA Scholarship winner: Atifa Robinson
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Atifa Robinson leads an instructional session for volunteers at Kenosha Area 
Family and Aging Services Inc. She is one of two winners of the Susan B. 
Anthony scholarships.

SBA scholarship winner: Atifa Robinson

‘THe THiNgS
 (Susan B. Anthony) did 
were so empowering for 
women’s rights that it 

touched my heart. Hopefully 
I can create a movement too, 
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Amazon shoppers can benefit 

SBA Award Inc. through the 
AmazonSmile program.

Amazon shoppers can realize 
the same products, prices, and 
shopping features as Amazon.

com, but when they shop on 
AmazonSmile, the AmazonS-
mile Foundation will donate 0.5 
percent of the purchase price of 
eligible products to the charita-
ble organization of their choice.

How do I shop at Amazon-

Smile?
To shop at AmazonSmile, go 

to smile.amazon.com from the 
web browser on your computer 
or mobile device. You may also 
want to add a bookmark to smile.
amazon.com to make it even 

easier to return.
How do I select a charitable 

organization to support when 
shopping on AmazonSmile?

On your first visit to Amazon-
Smile smile.amazon.com, you 
need to select a charitable or-

ganization to receive donations 
from eligible purchases before 
you begin shopping. The site will 
remember your selection, and 
then every eligible purchase you 
make at smile.amazon.com will 
result in a donation.

Shop smart: Susan B. Anthony Award Inc. benefits from AmazonSmile

Thank you for your dedication. 
Mayor John M. Antaramian

Congratulations 
and the Women of Infl uence 

Award Recipients. 

Ellen Brookhouse

Paid for by Citizens for Antaramian, Laura Belsky-Treasurer.

Congratulations
Susan B. Anthony 

Women of  Infl uence Award Winners.
Thank you for your dedication to the community.

From Everyone at Tenuta’s Deli
3203 52nd Street • (Hwy. 158) Kenosha • 262-657-9001
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BY MELINDA TICHELAAR
mtichelaar@kenoshanews.com

The annual Susan B. Anthony 
awards are organized by the Keno-
sha Women’s Network, Tempo Keno-
sha and the American Association of 
University Women-Kenosha Branch.

All three groups endeavor to pro-
mote women in business and public 
life in the Kenosha area.

Mary Modder, president of the 
local AAUW, said about 350 people 
attend the awards dinner.

“To work with the other groups, 
Tempo and Kenosha Women’s Net-
work, has been a marvelous opportu-
nity for us,” Modder said.

AAUW
The AAUW advocates for women’s 

policies in a nonpartisan manner, 
Modder said.

Every month, the group  holds 
a program about women’s issues. 
Recent topics have included sex traf-
fi cking and charter schools.

The AAUW also recently hosted a 
policy forum in which local legisla-
tors, and school board members were 
given a chance talk about the issues. 
There was no debate, and Modder 
said the AAUW-Kenosha does not 
endorse candidates.

The AAUW-Kenosha also gives 

out scholarships and grants to 
women in the community.

The group has about 50 members 
and is open to more.

Modder said she’s gained a lot 
from the experience and would love 
to share it with others.

“It’s been my passion,” she said. 
“It’s wonderful to highlight all of 
these important issues like educa-
tion.”

Kenosha Women’s Network
Kenosha Women’s Network 

started in 1980, said president Joanne 
Horner.

She said the KWN is a great place 
for women to meet other local execu-
tives and leaders, and fi nd ways to 
support women in business.

“I really enjoy helping other wom-
en who have their own businesses,” 
Horner said. “I’ve built friendships 
and have gotten some business from 
other members.”

Like the AAUW, the KWN pro-
vides funds for other community 
groups.

“It’s rewarding to be able to give 

back to organizations and to help 
other women become successful,” 
Horner said.

Tempo Kenosha
In contrast, Tempo Kenosha is 

focused strictly on bringing together 
professional women who serve in 
executive and leadership positions in 
corporate life and nonprofi t organi-
zations.

“I think women have a different 
perspective than men, and I think it’s 
a valuable perspective to bring to the 
table,” said Tempo president Laura 
Burnett Shoemaker.

“I think we have strong voices and 
strong opinions, and those should be 
considered when decisions are being 
made.”

Tempo Kenosha is the newest of 
the three groups; it started in 2010. 
During monthly meetings, the group 
hosts speakers who talk about issues 
such as professional growth and the 
local economy.

“It’s a place for professional 
women to come together and build 
relationships,” Shoemaker said.

Three local women’s make Anthony awards a reality
The leaders of all three 

groups sponsoring the 
Susan B. Anthony awards 
said they are always wel-
coming new members.

AAUW Kenosha: aauw-
wi.aauw.net/membership/
branches/kenosha, .face-
book.com/AAUW-Keno-
sha-1581704652075560, 
marymodder@hotmail.
com, or call Mary at 262-

595-0329
Tempo Kenosha: tem-

pokenosha.org, facebook.
com/tempokenosha, 
tempokenosha@gmail.
com{/span}

Kenosha Women’s 
Network: kwnonline.com; 
facebook.com/Kenosha-
Womens-Network; P.O. 
Box 1062, Kenosha, WI 
53141-1062

How to join these groups Joining forces

You lead by example
and with a smile.

Thank you for being
an inspiration to us all.

County Executive
Jim Kreuser
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By DANIEL GAITAN
dgaitan@kenoshanews.com

Five local nonprofits working 
with women and children will 
benefit from funds raised during 
the Susan B. Anthony Awards 
banquet:

 ■ The Boys & Girls Club 
of Kenosha’s girls volleyball 
program.

 ■ The Bristol Education 
Foundation’s Project Lead the 
Way.

 ■ The Hope Council on 
Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse 
and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorders groups and awareness 
programs;.

 ■ The Sharing Center’s 
Women’s Advocacy.

 ■ The Peace Learning Circles’ 
Peaceful Parent Classes.

All five will benefit from the 
March 23 event.

Each nonprofit submitted an 
application stating how they will 
use such funds.

The event is sponsored by the 
Kenosha News and coordinated 

through the cooperative efforts 
of three women’s organizations 
in Kenosha County: Kenosha 
Women’s Network, AAUW-
Kenosha Branch and Tempo 
Kenosha.

Each nonprofit could net be-
tween $1,200 and $2,400, depend-
ing on the success of a silent 
auction, raffle and ads sold in 
the newspaper.

“They put in a request on 
how much they want and how 
much they get is based on how 
much we raise,” said Guida 
Brown, president of the Susan 
B. Anthony Women of Influence 
Award Committee. 

“They’re all organizations 
we’re familiar with and doing 
business in Kenosha, working to 
serve women and children.”

Kenosha Women’s Network, 
AAUW-Kenosha Branch and 
Tempo Kenosha each kicked in 
$300 for raffle prizes. There’s also 
a live auction of a picture of Coo-
pers, the predecessor to Jockey.

Some attendees will bring 
baked goods and custom gift 
baskets for the silent auction.

Mary Braun Modder, presi-
dent of AAUW-Kenosha Branch, 
said all the local nonprofits 
receiving funds are highly de-
serving of them.

“They’re all local nonprofits 
with new programs benefiting 
women and children in our com-
munity,” Modder said.

Five nonprofits to benefit from Susan B. Anthony grants
‘THeY’re All 

organizations we’re 
familiar with and 
doing business in 
Kenosha, working 

to serve women and 
children.’

Guida Brown
sBa award Inc. president
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By DAVID WALTER
dwalter@kenoshanews.com

Winners of the Susan 
B. Anthony Awards can 
carry the trailblazing 
woman with them, thanks 
to a commemorative pin/
pendant designed by a 
local jeweler.

Milo Ochoa, who co-
owns Milo’s Custom Jew-
elry, 7000 Green Bay Road, 
with his wife Kristina 
Piehl-Ochoa, created the 
new piece jewelry for this 
year’s event. 

Previously, Erica’s Fine 
Jewelry had designed and 
created the pieces, but the 
store went out of business 
last year.

The jewelry takes the 
iconic Susan B. Anthony 
dollar coin and transforms 
it into a piece that can be 
worn as a pin or a pen-
dant, Piehl-Ochoa said.

“Guida Brown (presi-
dent of SBA Award Inc.) 
asked us to come with our 
own design, something 
unique,” Piehl-Ochoa said. 

“We started with a 
design similar to what 
Erica had done and made 
it more feminine-looking.”

What many people 
may not know is that the 
sterling silver piece was 
designed and produced 
totally in Kenosha by 
Ochoa, using cutting-edge 
technology.

“We’re the only jewelry 
store locally that does 
everything, start to finish, 
on site,” Piehl-Ochoa said.

Ochoa — a self-taught 
jewelry designer — uses 
computer-assisted design 
as well as a three-dimen-
sional printer to create his 
works.

Here’s how the process 
works:

He starts with the CAD, 
where he creates the 
design.

Then he uses the 3-D 
printer to create and 
print out the piece using 
a special wax resin used 
in making jewelry. The 
printing takes about six 
hours, Piehl-Ochoa said.

The 3-D model is used 
to make a casting, which 
hardens to form the con-
crete mold. That process 
takes about eight hours 
in an oven, Piehl-Ochoa 
said.

Once the cast is ready, 
the liquid sterling silver 
is poured into the casting 
mold. Once it has hard-
ened, it’s ready for polish-
ing and refinement.

Piehl-Ochoa said Milo 
taught himself via You-

Tube videos.
“He has spent hours 

and hours and hours 
watching them,” she said, 
noting that he also cor-
responds with a Spanish 
jewelry designer for tips. 

“He can literally make 
anything, and using the 
CAD saves time and 

energy.”
Piehl-Ochoa said 

Brown was very pleased 
with the piece and asked 
that her pin be reworked 
like the new piece.

“She loved it and was 
excited to have it double 
as a pin and pendant,” she 
said.

Newly designed SBA 
pin doubles as pendant

SUBMITTEd PHOTO

Milo Ochoa of Milo’s Custom Jewelers designed 
and created this pin/pendant for winners of the 
Susan B. Anthony awards.

Local jeweler 
creates piece with 
CAD, 3-D printer

KENOSHA NEWS STAFF
Susan Brownell An-

thony was born Feb. 15, 
1820, in Adams, Mass., 
the second of eight chil-
dren. Her father was a 
stern Quaker abolition-
ist and a cotton manu-
facturer. He believed in 
guiding his children, not 
directing them, and did 
not allow toys, games 
and music, which were 
seen as distractions 
from the inner light.

Early in life, Susan 
developed a sense of jus-
tice and moral zeal. Her 
undertakings through-
out her life included:

 ■ Founding the Na-
tional Woman Suffrage 
Association in 1869 with 
lifelong friend Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton.

 ■ Publishing a weekly 
paper about the woman 
suffrage movement from 
1868 to 1870.

 ■ Was the first wom-
an arrested for voting.

 ■ Wrote the Susan B. 
Anthony Amendment 
in 1878. This measure 
became the 19th amend-
ment to the U.S. Consti-
tution in 1920, thereafter 
giving women the right 
to vote.

 ■ Helped create the 
National American 
Woman’s Suffrage Asso-
ciation in 1890, focusing 
on securing the vote for 

women.
 ■ Compiled and pub-

lished the four-volume 
“The History of Woman 
Suffrage” with Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton and 
Matilda Joslyn Gage.

 ■ Founded the In-
ternational Council of 
Women in 1888 and the 
International Woman 
Suffrage Council in 1904.

 ■ Gave 75 to 100 
speeches per year for 
45 years, traveling 
throughout the United 
States.

Anthony died on 
March 13, 1906, 14 years 
before women were 
given the right to vote.

Her last public words, 
“Failure is impossible,” 
became the suffrage ral-
lying cry.

A brief  biography    
of  Susan B. Anthony

Susan B. Anthony, circa 
1898

6010 40th Avenue, Kenosha • 262-925-8338 • Dailydosecafe.net5-83833838 • DDailylydodossecacafefe.nnetttete

Serving Breakfast 
and Lunch Daily.

Family Business M-F 6am-3pm • Sat. 7am-2pm • Sun. 8am-2pm

LIKE US ON

State Representative 
Peter Barca

CONGRATULATES
ELLEN BROOKHOUSE 

and other Susan B. Anthony recipients.
Paid for by Citizens of Peter Barca, Katherine Ruffolo, Treasurer.
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Lifetime Achievement Awards: Past winners

KENOSHA NEWS STAFF
The Susan B. Anthony 

Award was first given 
in 1987.

Honors followed in 
1988 and 1991, before it 
became an annual event 
in 1994.

Here’s a look back 
at Lifetime Achieve-
ment winners from past 
years, with information 
culled from Kenosha 
News archives and event 
programs:

2017

Mary K. Wagner
A circuit court judge 

in Kenosha County since 
1991, Wagner has also 
worked as a teacher and 

lawmaker 
After gradu-
ating from 
the Uni-
versity of 
Wisconcsin-
Madison, 
she worked 
as a fourth-
grade teach-
er at Bristol 

School. In 1976, she ran 
for Kenosha County 
clerk, and in 1978 she 
was elected to the Wis-
consin Assembly. While 
serving in Madison, she 

attained her law degree. 
She became a private-
practice attorney before 
being elected judge.

2016

Connie Ferwerda 
Ferwerda could be 

considered the commu-
nity’s biggest volunteer, 
with a history of volun-
teerism that goes back 
decades. She moved to 
Kenosha with her family 
in 1963, and she started 
her work with the com-
munity early in her time 
here. Among the organi-
zations she helped start 
or organize: Kenosha 
County Homemaker-
Health Aide Service, 
which later became 
Kenosha Area Fam-
ily and Aging Services 
Mobile Meals/Meals 
on Wheels; Kenosha Hos-
pice Alliance; Lincoln 
Neighborhood Center; 

Kenosha Youth Develop-
ment Services; Keno-
sha Voluntary Action 
Center; and Kenosha 
Community Arts Fund.

Joanne Rattan 
Rattan was a co-

founder of Women and 
Children’s Horizons, 
and in her decades as a 
volunteer and activist 
in Kenosha worked to 
identify and solve prob-
lems within the commu-
nity, with a particular 
interest 
in issues 
affecting 
women 
and 
children. 
She has 
worked 
on 
women’s 
advocacy 
issues in 
Kenosha 
for more 
than 40 
years and was instru-
mental in establishing 
the services that have 
grown into the 24-hour 
crisis line and shelter 
programs for victims 
of domestic abuse. The 
organization she helped 
found now encompasses 
shelter services, educa-

tion and counseling 
programs, a resale store, 
and sexual assault edu-
cation and services for 
students at local post-
secondary schools.

2015

 Michelle Serpe 
 Serpe has taught Eng-

lish as a second language 
at Gateway Technical 
College and has been 
teaching English as a 
second language in the 

Winners boast varied experiences, backgrounds

Mary K.
Wagner

Continued on Page 24

Connie
Ferwerda

Joanne 
Rattan

Serving Southeast Wisconsin Since 1978

262-654-4900 
6309-60th Street, Suite 100 
Kenosha, WI 53144
info@pittsbrothers.com

R E A L  E S T A T E  A P P R A I S E R S ,  B R O K E R S  &  C O N S U L T A N T S

lllllllllllleeeennnn rrrrooooooookkkkkkhhhhhhoooouuuusssseeeeCongratulations
Susan B. Anthony 

2018 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENT
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Susan B. Anthony Lifetime Achievement Awards: Profiles of past winners

Kenosha Unified School 
District since 1995, cur-
rently at Brass Communi-
ty School. She has been a 
Big Sister and has served 
on the Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters board. She has 
been a foster parent long 
term and in emergencies; 
board member of Wis-
consin Women Entrepre-
neurs; board member of 
the Kenosha Chamber 
of Commerce; board 
member of the Spanish 
Center, and is a member 
of the League of United 
Latin American Citizens.

2014

Earlene Jornt           
Girman

 Girman is a business-
woman, educator and 
mentor who started her 
own child-care business 
in 1967. She taught early 
childhood education at 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Parkside, is on the ad-
visory board at Carthage 
College, and has served 
on the Kenosha Literacy 
Council board and on the 
Parkside Educator Devel-
opment Design Team.

2013

Guida Brown
Brown has been a 

passionate champion on 
behalf of women in both 
her per-
sonal and 
professional 
life for over 
20 years, 
her efforts 
on behalf 
of women’s 
equality 
having no 
boundaries. 
The broad spectrum of 
organizations that Brown 
has been involved in 
include Hope Council on 
Alcohol and Other Drugs 
Inc., Women and Chil-
dren’s Horizons, Good-
fellows, MargaretAnn’s 
Place, Kemper Center 
and the Anderson Arts 
Center.

2012

Roseann            
Baldauf-Shales

Baldauf-Shales is an 
author, speaker and busi-
ness consultant with a 
passion for empowering 
women. A partial list of 
her community involve-
ment includes Quota 
International, Kenosha 
Community Foundation 

Women’s 
Fund, 
Wisconsin 
Women’s 
Business 
Initiative 
Corp. and 
Kenosha 
Women’s 
Network. 
She is the 
founder of 
a women’s 
empow-
erment 
group and the local 
coordinator for the Direct 
Selling Women’s Alli-
ance.

2011

Debra Hertzberg
 Hertzberg is chief 

executive of the Kenosha 
Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation. She has led the 
organization through a 
challenging and constant-
ly changing business cli-
mate that included cuts 
in Medicare funding.

2010

Patricia Meyer     
Johnson

Johnson served on the 
board of Gateway Techni-
cal College and several 
other volun-
teer boards, 
including 
the Friends 
of the Keno-
sha Public 
Museum, 
the Keno-
sha County 
Library 
System, the 
Kenosha Public Library 
Foundation and the 
Downtown Kenosha Ki-
wanis Club. She was best 
known in the community 
for the 22 years she spent 
as director of Armitage 
Academy.

2009

Jane Harrington-
Heide

Among her many 
volunteer efforts, Har-
rington-Heide has served 
on the fund development 
committees for the Girl 
Scouts, the Kenosha 
Community Founda-
tion and St. Joseph High 

School. As a member 
of Wisconsin Women’s 
Business Initiative 
Corps, Jane has offered 
free classes and seminars 
for women to learn the 
mechanics of invest-
ments and insurance.

2008

Kathy Barth 
In addition to being a 

business owner, Barth is 
involved 
in many 
commu-
nity activi-
ties that 
benefit 
women 
and their 
families. 
She has 
served 
on the 
Parkside 
Alumni 
Board 

and as a member of the 
Kenosha Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Wisconsin 
Women Entrepreneurs 

Michelle Serpe

Earlene Girman

Guida
Brown

Rosenn
Baldauf-
Shales

Debra
Hertzberg

From Page 23

Jane Harrington-Heide

Kathy
Barth

Continued on Page 25
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Johnson
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Congratulations
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Kim DeBerge 
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“Wherever 
woman gather, 
together failure 
is impossible.”
- Susan B. Anthony

“Celebrating 40 Years”
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Kenosha, WI 53143
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Rosary Catholic Church.

2004

Joyce Erickson 
Erickson has served on many boards 

and committees that promote women’s 

Susan B. Anthony Lifetime Achievement Awards: Profiles of past winners Susan B. Anthony Lifetime Achievement Awards: Profiles of past winners

School. As a member 
of Wisconsin Women’s 
Business Initiative 
Corps, Jane has offered 
free classes and seminars 
for women to learn the 
mechanics of invest-
ments and insurance.

2008

Kathy Barth 
In addition to being a 

business owner, Barth is 
involved 
in many 
commu-
nity activi-
ties that 
benefit 
women 
and their 
families. 
She has 
served 
on the 
Parkside 
Alumni 
Board 

and as a member of the 
Kenosha Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Wisconsin 
Women Entrepreneurs 

and the Kenosha Wom-
en’s Network.

2007

Florence Hammelev
A lifelong Kenoshan, 

Hammelev is a volunteer 
and community activist 
whose efforts include ad-
vocating to prevent teen 
suicides 
and sup-
porting a 
successful 
smoke-
free 
dining 
ordinance. 
Ham-
melev is a 
longtime 
member 
of Con-
gregations United to 
Serve Humanity. She has 
volunteered for Women 
and Children’s Horizons, 
is active in the Catholic 
church and has been 
a member of the local 
chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness and the Kenosha 
NAACP.

2006

Adelene Greene
Greene began her 

career in social work in 
Indiana in 1976, com-
ing to Kenosha in 1990 

to work as an economic 
support supervisor. In 
1995 she was hired as the 
first EEO Coordinator for 
Kenosha County and in 
2000 she became director 
of the Kenosha County 
Division of Workforce De-
velopment becoming the 
first black woman to hold 
such a position. She has 
been actively involved on 
community boards. She 
is a founding member of 
the Coalition for Disman-
tling Racism, and helped 
launch Kenosha Kind-
ness Week in 1997.

2005

Natalie Troha 
Troha was chosen 

based on her volunteer 
work. She was the driv-
ing force behind two 
major fundraisers for the 
Boys & Girls Club and 
was named the club’s 
Volunteer of the Year in 
2000. She also volunteers 
at Our Lady of the Holy 

Jane Harrington-Heide

Kathy
Barth

Florence 
Hammelev

Adelene Greene Joyce
Erickson

Natalie
Troha
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County Board and the Kenosha Unified 
School Board.

1997

Dr. Rosanna Ranieri
A Kenosha resident since 1978, 

Ranieri is a physician specializing in 
internal medicine and kidney disease. 
As a little girl growing up in Italy, she 
decided to become a doctor after watch-
ing a neighbor woman who was a physi-
cian treat patients.

1996

Jennifer Fostel 
 A biochemist, Fostel worked with the 

Girl Scouts in developing science and 
math kits to promote achievement in 
these areas. She has worked as a read-
ing tutor and as a member of the Ameri-

issues and assist women in 
need, and has been a commu-
nity leader in anti-smoking 
efforts.

2003

Joan Wilk
Wilk is known for her work 

with health 
care for the 
homeless. 
She has also 
been on the 
Kenosha 
Public Li-
brary Foun-
dation board, 
Beth Hil-
lel Temple 
board and 
the University of Wisconsin-
Parkside Benevolent Founda-
tion board.

2002

Bev Jambois
An attorney, 

Jambois led the 
successful fight 
for an ordinance 
supporting 
smoke-free din-
ing in Kenosha. 
Jambois has 
been involved with the Keno-
sha County Foster Parent Asso-
ciation, the Kenosha Women’s 
Network and the Kenosha Law 
Association, among other orga-
nizations.

2001

Kay Wikel
Described as a “strong vi-

sionary,” Wikel has been active 
in many local endeavors. She 

had a role in the 
founding of the 
CROP Walk for 
Hunger, Kind-
ness Week and 
Planned Parent-
hood.

2000

Terry Potente
In the 1970s, Potente orga-

nized the women of Kenosha 
County to 
form the first 
chapter of the 
National Orga-
nization for 
Women. The 
Kenosha NOW 
chapter then 
successfully 
challenged the 
community 

to learn more about sexual 
assault and abuse and to open 

the Sexual Assault Treat-
ment Center at St. Catherine’s 
Hospital. When the center 
closed, Potente put her ener-
gies behind the establishment 
of Kenoshans Against Sexual 
Assault.

1999

Katherine 
Marks

In 1992, 
Marks was 
one of the 
first two 
people of 
color to be 
elected to 
public office 
in Kenosha 
County. 
She served 
on the City 
Council 

from 1992 to 2012. For many 
years, she served as a board 
member of Neighborhood 
Housing Services of Kenosha. 
She helped start Kenosha’s first 
home-buying club, a program 
that helped many female heads 
of household buy their own 
homes.

1998

Eunice 
Boyer 

 Boyer 
was a 
longtime 
professor 
of sociology 
at Carthage 
College and 
a member of 
the Kenosha 
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Congratulations to the 
Susan B. Anthony Women of Infl uence 

Award Winners!
Thank you for your dedication 

to the community.
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recipients of the

Susan B. Anthony
Women of Infl uence Awards!

• Ellen Brookhouse
• Sandra Riese
• Tamarra Coleman
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County Board and the Kenosha Unified 
School Board.

1997

Dr. Rosanna Ranieri
A Kenosha resident since 1978, 

Ranieri is a physician specializing in 
internal medicine and kidney disease. 
As a little girl growing up in Italy, she 
decided to become a doctor after watch-
ing a neighbor woman who was a physi-
cian treat patients.

1996

Jennifer Fostel 
 A biochemist, Fostel worked with the 

Girl Scouts in developing science and 
math kits to promote achievement in 
these areas. She has worked as a read-
ing tutor and as a member of the Ameri-

can Association of University Women, 
striving to eliminate sexual and racial 
disparity in schools.

1995

Frieda Schurch 
Schurch was 

one of 8,400 Wis-
consin women 
to serve in the 
Women’s Auxil-
iary Army Corps 
during World 
War II. She was a 
longtime, active 
member of the 
Kenosha County 
Democratic Party.

1994

Barbara Kluka 
After working as a high school 

teacher and a lawyer, Kluka was elected 

judge in 
1989, becom-
ing the 
first female 
judge on the 
Kenosha 
County Cir-
cuit Court. 
After 22 
years on the 
bench, in-
cluding six years as Kenosha County’s 
chief judge, Kluka retired in 2011.

1991

Anne Bergo
A teacher for 21 years, 

Bergo in 1988 became 
one of the first women 
elected to the otherwise 
male-dominated Kenosha 
County Board, on which 
she continued to serve 
until 2004. She died in 
March 2015 at 93.

1988

Camille Thibaudeau-Meyers
A speech therapist in the Kenosha 

Unified School District, Thibadeau-
Meyers has been involved as a member 
of the Kenosha chapter of the National 
Organization for Women, the Kenosha 
branch of the American Association of 
University Women and the Women’s 
Political Caucus, among other organiza-
tions. She has served on the board of 
directors of the Kenosha 
County Girl Scout Council.

1987

Saundra Yelton-
Stanley

A longtime Kenosha 
Unified School District 
teacher and administrator, 
Yelton-Stanley coordinated the Single 
Parents Marketable Skills Program.

from 1992 to 2012. For many 
years, she served as a board 
member of Neighborhood 
Housing Services of Kenosha. 
She helped start Kenosha’s first 
home-buying club, a program 
that helped many female heads 
of household buy their own 
homes.

1998

Eunice 
Boyer 

 Boyer 
was a 
longtime 
professor 
of sociology 
at Carthage 
College and 
a member of 
the Kenosha 
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Congratulations to the
Susan B. Anthony Women of

In� uence Award winners. 
Your passion and dedication has helped 

our community thrive.

We Look Forward To Giving Kenosha Something 
To Smile About For Many Years To Come!

Chef Rita Ramacci has been catering events in this area 
for more than 15 years. We are impeccably tasteful, 
fi nancially reasonable, and enjoyable to work with. 
Our mature, professional staff is sure to help make 
your guests feel special.
We can customize a menu for any occasion:
 • Elegant hors d’oeuvre receptions
 • Breakfasts  • Luncheons
 • Buffets  • Corporate Events
 • Social Events  • Dinner
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